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Using a Phenomenological Lens to Explore Residents’ Lived Experiences of

a Public Art Projectin an Abandoned Mining Village
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Abstract

The Government of Korea has made consistent institutional efforts to support the economies of abandoned mining
villages in Korea. An illustrative case is the Blooming Coal Mine Village project, conducted in the abandoned mining
village of Seongju in Boryeong-si, Chungcheongnam-do, Korea, as part of the 2011 Village Art Project. For a long time, the
project’s evaluation revealed conflicting views around the effectiveness, particularly between residents and the project
implementers. Therefore, this study employed a phenomenological approach to comprehensively understand long-
time village residents’ lived experiences and perspectives concerning the public art project. In the data-collection stage,
we used the “3 Es" method to describe residents’ experiences in layers: experiencing, enquiring, and examining. We also
collaborated with research participants to compose, analyze, and interpret the data. Our results suggest that residents’
experiences with and perceptions of the public art project relied on a sequential and complex formation process. The
specific findings are as follows. First, residents had ambivalent perceptions of the public art project: While they appreciated
its purpose and interest, they rated its performance as poor. Second, this ambivalence arose from memoaries of the once-
splendid coal-mining village and an enduring sense of pride. Lastly, residents viewed the project as an improper response
to the local community’s problems. Overall, this study has implications for urban policy, as it provides an opportunity for
reflection upon urban regeneration centered around art projects in Korea that, until recently, had no clear direction.
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Table 1. Goals and directions of the Art Village Project

& Z2HE(Art Village Project)":]'. 20091 0] AJ2HE o] =&

Ev SIS0 R8I AA A9 #9939 2
AAEA7t FELE FRICHIED - o UG, 2022 52,
2015). °l= 74 A& (New Deal art projects: O'Con-
nor, 1969)¢] YFO 2 o&7te] dAe|E FE3al £3F U
2|9 9] AEAL 7HAsH Aol HF ookl 2022). A
2 BEE FFUSE XYY S4E 47 4AA 32 24
ke A, X909 A FAEsE B4l e AL
Fske A, 29t dis7iollA ot FARES] 713 F Folst
£ A SOtk 17 ESASIRE- a7 FA9AE, 2010).
2021 @A, A= 6670 ALAAEA| 12172004 Z2AE}
S E|QIcHR-EStll s 193], 2022),

ohgulg Z2AE ] YIS viEtE s AlZR A A
= 8= YAolM e T3 S FET 2G9S A
s1aL FH19 42 NSk H A ouAsH Tt AW20157
o2 A ERULL], 2016), T50e Z2AES A=A 2
doleh= H7HOME T, 2018)7F 5 o|Et}. BARFAA A
a0l A ESEH(TE 1)o] dEAQ] AR FITHAEA,

18 1. 2RSS0 XY
Figure 1. View of Busan Gamcheon Culture Village
Source: Website of Saha-gu, Busan, Korea
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« Fostering community involvement in public art
_ « BRAA Hi5 o2 ol JHet

Generating a novel model for public art

* Developing a public art model grounded in placeness
AR A T 52 88 S80I HEA H

+ Enhancing public art institutionally through the implementation of a follow-up
management system
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Enhancing the conditions for experiencing art
and culture in everyday life
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+ Transforming public spaces into culture-friendly environments
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« Facilitating cultural exchange in culturally marginalized regions
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Encouraging artists' creative activities

* Boosting community art through communication with participants
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« Creating opportunities for creative endeavors and small-scale employment

Source: Created by authors based on the Ministry of Culture, Sports and Tourism and Korea Arts Management Service (2010)
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Figure 5. Catalog of the 2011 Art Village Project
Source: 2011 Art Village Project Steering Committee (2012)

A AFgE AT vleAE 14 T gk
AT 2FE(@), THo] YEA(@), 37 v2'(@), ¥ F=
(@), 859 715 (®), "R4HH(©), Bue] £2=(@), H
ujd AT (@), ' F= 2(@), " Y 79(©), 452
AN (@), ‘Boe vREIW@), WAAFE WA(@), 29
EXU(@) Folth. (TH 6pollA L A 4 k. Fa=
& golials Bl FEl7F Yol 2 Fofet 2Ee] wWsel i
ol5E UFsI= Bt

3. G &0}

A AFHARE 1ke: oiFoIA] L8] Tt Huke T
o}, Sl o] BolUE Alzte 0] E(snowball sampling)
2 & 4 lolch, Autalom Sl A we] HES Bslo] oAl
90] Aol whiA) i), olSe B AFewo] e
2eto] AL FAHEGE FARE 20~309 WS AR Bl
Zrolglch, ATzl TRt AR (E )9} Pk,

20234 39 319 R HE FA| Hke Bz} Aol

B 2. HPER R

Table 2. Overview of research participants
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Note. The names of the participants are all pseudonyms
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Table 3. Methods and contents of data collection
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Figure 6. Comparison of artworks in abandoned mining village of Seongju between 2011 and 2023
Source: Created by authors based on the 2011 Art Village Project Steering Committee (2012)
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Table 4. Codes, categories and subjects derived from the analysis of raw data
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Appendix 1. Analysis results of using constant comparative method

ofo| 9l= T E= FE
Meaningful statements or information

O "Sat~ TRQIBHE| SoiEt~ Held ez # 2X|”

@ “I'm not sure. You can ask the homeowner if they did it
themselves”

O "0 21 l= MRS 2 HE HEAI

(@ “Only those who implement this project understand the artwork”

© 012 20115201 CH? LoHFAHE"

(@ “Did it happen in 20117 | can't remember”

© MNZHE0| F48] XLRICH

© People passed by without much interest.

© OISXE oilct RIS ok

@ Parking in front of artworks.

0'F O HolpeH SUS WaACH . 2 2ot 2= 5"

@ "1 wish they had done a better job ... ' That's what we discuss”
O 27| 277K FetE Hetas SEoir

@ “The village's atmosphere is unlikely to change, don't you think?"
O "8 A, 2F el AL R20i|A 0] Xk= F&R2 R 0|7 8lof ~

@ "It doesn't affect us”

O"2oglo]. dIgtx] A 3 7H §loixlo]

@ “It's pointless and useless ... So, some of them have been cleaned

up.
@277t dRl= 7122 SAKIK| Ut
@ "The village lacked vitality”

BE F =H
Codes Categories Subjects
OISZ30] Cfeh F2k
Indifference to
artwork
Z30g Z2XEQ|
H2asz
Low sense of efficacy
in the public art
project
ZZois memEd] "
Tminmmay  SoECEMEE

St Ay 2o}

O "0l dlict 23 Te4slior H ol mftvh= A= ofw "

(D “Drawing here is pointless ... We are not refugees”

O "X 0l SHI7 LB, M7 1A shseL B

(D “Nevertheless, the village feels gloomy Why did they add the
black ones?”

© "9 ZA HAIS W1 X|KEEHA| 2E0] SUAE=L 0140

(@ “Why did they emphasize that this was once a coal mining
village?”

O 3 FUS2 ALTH 02 2 HR Bo| T 20"

(D “We've seen this a lot for a long time "

@ "MS0l= FUS0| HIFEA0[2k= Q1as HUARR "

@ “Initially, residents were uncooperative, but "

Negative feelings
about the public art
project

Dual assessment of
the public art project

Aol Zel=oi| ci st
=ot
Dissatisfaction with
the content of the
project

©=0] 7= £0{ U, H0| Hi2h= & TR0 AT
@© Itis a scene of damage, with rust and fading.

@ "0 = LLH #o{t2|u| 7} o R 7t

@ “Artwork like this doesn't last long because it deteriorates quickly ..

O "ofjofCt 2r2l= sHOFX|. H2lE 2t 51

(@ "Someone has to take care of them every year, or else "

@ "4} =&0IM 2 L7IXIX] 0|2 280] glo1”

(@ “Usually, iron rusts and breaks quickly”

@022 71E £719] 20| Al2HE ®tez 291ct”

@ “The initial enthusiasm for maintaining the village has faded”

0s2E9 AEe
el
Lack of follow-up
management of
artwork
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@ "2EA 4F HREE Hop| U= B8ESIo= RHEHY
@ "An abandoned mining village has been reborn as a themed
cultural space”
028 g0 IEE 20l S7oz BHiE
@ "An abandoned mining village has transformed into a cultural and HSIAMC 2 SRS

artistic space.” Hg=
@Az HEE 72022 MEAr Transformed an
@ “The abandoned mining village of Seongju has been reborn as an  abandoned mining
art village" village through a
@ 022 M2 S2= HE 08 AR mural project
@ "A new era in an abandoned mining village adorned with
artworks. g_g"'_:'"% T=HEo| Ion|4 nEMES
@ "HH20IA 2 ARIS0| BRI o 7k 2ok 2o~ WS Dywostm oy
@ “It's somewnhat different from how outsiders perceive it Positive Dual assessment of
5 = - perspectives on the ; ;
© “A/23! HIZRI0l 255 H2i2 20id7| Aa..” project  the public art project
© "To infuse cultural vitality into the abandoned mining village ..
@ “HXl= ZU=t BMS 715D et H 20 "
@ ;Lgig;th}e intention to commemorate the mine was good. X0l [Hétin'—lgl
© "AIS00 HE Sof= 224 By i e
@ “It was nice when they were first created, but .* IR TS Ients
012 597/0F22 S|~ for the project's
(D "Of course! The village's atmosphere is better than before. | think” ARG
O ledoR 222 ARlg BU7HE IERGHIR "
(@ "It looks nice when we see the pictures of our village posted
online”
© "017| Fts Lt Bh= BAIX]”
@ "This indicates that this village used to be a coal mining village” 7|7t SIEEEISIEH
O "BL2 507 02K di2t 20| ZHK]" o=
@ “It might be interesting because this place used to be a mine ' Village supporting the
@ “0|A| Ct~ DFSC] HAIA~" mining industry

(@ "These are all part of the village's history”

© "S4| ZokX|= ot #imfziE S0 OHC=0j0p 7L Qg e
© “There was even a story about dogs using currency .." 24 ol A|R SRUE | MM 7ol
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@ “When residents took a taxi, they didn't take any change” Tiesat ECONOMIC— premories of the

@ X 02 07| HH, S2EH0| CF QU0 precpesly mining village’s

(D “Down there, there used to be a hospital and a public sauna’” prosperous era
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@ "l believe people were generous before the mine closed”

@ dFeel= YFEY FH0| RO QU= 7I1T nis0IUCt” ol FRl= XH A=

@ "Seongju 8-ri was a bustling village filled with miners' houses” Caring local

©@ 0| X|H22| SSH| 2fAfnt 7152  HES FAL OlaiatA| HRICH” community o .

@ "Gradually, we came to understand the uniqueness of this Sl E-__*%E‘:-‘:Ql
community” 7|t ot X2

— Memories of the

D “B771 & £0}. 2271 H Ch HEHL20E" prosperous mining

@ “The air is so fresh. If you go up the mountain, you'll find nothing 2%t XjA &t A0 it village and ongoing
but cypress trees” o= pride

@ 047171 o] 5| E0lR” Satisfaction with a

(@ "The mountains in this area are quite beautiful” pleasant natural

@ "YZ3E A0 SN HEE Gak= oI environment

@ “It was a much livelier place than we had imagined”

@ “HBZZ0| 07| HY 24 oS00

(@ “Many tourists visit here in the summer season”

ol st xpsay  MSEEEEE
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@ "0{7| 2Fg=02t= dPt REE BRI K| Pride in tourist pridﬂﬁl tﬁt}gtum
(D "Hwajanggol is a renowned tourist destination and vacation spot”  attractions around environment and
O "MFL 0171 2107} (F2) 012A| 22 ci7HE= 3ot the village tourist attractions

(D “There are few places in Korea as lovely as Seongjusan”
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‘I heard people passing by saying This looks like a pigsty" . Ty
O 0171 ks M= S| 0[], 127 22 52 Zi01R” T Dt

. P : FneE
@ aFr’w?r?nF:?s t;g;?(jn;?wnted that ‘the village looks like a place where Eivibarrasarnient
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(D "People asked each other, ‘Is this a place for raising animals?"”
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© "0 SUI7} tie! 2= 01 7t @101 S310i= 0f o §lof”

@ “There is no village like this anywhere in North Korea, not just
South Korea”"
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(@ "What can we do in a place where all the houses are run-down?"
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© Many vacant and abandoned houses are piled up with trash.
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(@ “Elderly individuals are unable to take any action "
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(D “Have you explored the village? It can help you comprehend our
living conditions ."
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@ “Most of them are either pneumoconiosis patients or elderly
individuals living alone”

USE 734
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environment
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ZHH of2is Countermeasures

Economic challenges
9 disconnected from

immediate issues
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@ "In other abandoned mining villages, you can't even detect CI2 g xgLct
remnants of coal mining " 4S5t
Q7| 29 0| B, dFel= de M gz ! Lagging behind other )
@ *Our village remains as it was during the coal mining era .. abandoned mining gt Zret 2ig)E
O ZE=71H YL 22t~ Lot Holstt o~ regions Aoil ot ALY 25
@ “In Gangwon-do, they revitalized the villages effectively” Demand for
solutions aligned
@0l Hin. = S0 &S B4Lt sk with primary issues
@ "What's the purpose of this? Investing money in renovating the
old houses is better” el
T -1

@ "EEXHEA 0| HE Sl Z2S aliFox| .
(D "Vacant houses should be demolished or fixed .."
@ "HEE F0S 0FEL g~

@ “Finally, residents of abandoned mining village are wearing bright

smiles”

Housing remodeling
and renovation
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(@ “The most disheartening aspect is the absence of progress ..
O LS 5IAF S0 FEX]. "

(@ "It might be more beneficial to focus on developing the area "
@ "ANE2 467U =2 E FHlof Het= FUSY Q20| (F=)

@ “Residents aspire to preserve facilities and roads ..
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Nﬂiﬁ&? Eﬁi\l Real demands of
development residents
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(D “Regardless of how much | propose, it appears ineffective”
O e 2= MZS AR 0712 TJ20f & A20] L0f”

(@ “Taking pictures like you isn't of any use”

O “ZIm} oS oLt CHSFEte] HAIS Mo £l

(D "Should | heed the kids' advice and write a letter to the president?

HZEof ool R
2 &
Increased policy
interest in the
abandoned mining
villages

Note. @ means meaningful statements or information from participant observation, © means from in-depth interview, @ means from fieldwork
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