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Where Do They Gather, What Do They Gain? Building Social Capital
through Older Adults’ Use of Social Places in Urban South Korea
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Abstract

South Korea's rapid shift to a super-aged society has made old-age poverty, depression, suicide, and fears of dying
alone urgent public issues. This study interprets older adults’ use of social places as spatial practices through which
social relations are forged and social capital is produced. Drawing on grounded theory from in-depth interviews and
participant observation, we find that use of social places is motivated by surplus time, relief from domestic discomfort
and loneliness, and anxieties about institutionalization and death. These motives shape preferences for regular and open
settings, affordability, transport access, environmental and psychological comfort, opportunities for networking, and
memory-evoking vitality. Social places function as opportunity structures accessed according to mobility capital and
preferred netwark forms. By entering these places and actively mobilizing ties, older adults establish a basis for acquiring
functionally distinct social capital. We identify four types of use—loose-solidarity, open/autonomous, institutional, and
tight-knit—fostering, respectively, weak-bonding, weak-bridging, strong-linking/bridging (hybrid), and strong-bonding ties.
Interactions between connectivity and tie strength yield basic bonding, expansive stimulus, institutional trust, and care-
based bonding social capital. By spatially reframing Lin's (2001) capitalization model, this study highlights social place and
spatial accessibility as mediating conditions in the formation of social capital in urban later life.
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(BAFAE, 2024). ©]= Putnam(2000)0] 53 1 S2 £
(Bowling Alone)' AF31] AF31A] a9} BHAE THa o2 Ko
Eot, o AR o] skl Al7|of AREA AHEE] 714
£ 62 22448 4 ke "ollX(Bourdieu, 1986), 2317 AHS]
ofl A JEARE] e AR |Sk= AMEIA AHEo] gk A7t HE S
o]5Fo|d a7} qlrt,

71& A5 AP AEH RS FE AU AL g
85 FF, 9% 22710 YR 8210 27 g0l £
3 it ofofl mlgf, |ATE 4 - FAEE F0E 20T &4
e 22 Al g =0 AR FE] 3 E
A E3cKLin, 1999; Lin, 2008; 282 2014; o]A%, 2022;
O] FA 5472, 2023; oJHZ - B, 2021). EZF A1FPA}L] o
7F 7 o] 82 TRt Aol A dA ghout, AT o &
A AAE WHEH o AE-0]831=R], 1 FioA] ofH AR
Z-go| siAfEEA], 2 F4 o8- F3f oHT AIBIF =}
AR, ANF A7, 247 5ol FEEA det 8
42 AgHA ool A - oA, 2023; 23k, 2021; HjR|
S AR, 2023; TulE- AT 2024 PP 9, 2024). o]
g A 2 LS| A ol arEALe 22 BAIE 1S A
Frolut g o] EA|Z fglslar, A 3 E ol FAdolgke &
2 Wigkg 7HstA vhs HEol qitt, olof wet Htell= A
A e}t F7HA dgte] wAHE 2T S U=0IEA &
T o] gasdo] oS 72 E Il YrkViry et al., 2022).

£ A9 A A g4 olF e 8 Fh 89S
4% AP 81130023)8] ARl F53 3T As ©f
% HldlolE BA4& Fal AR ool Ted] A E-TY
A7MEA| A o-gof FHPER] gkon, kgt A olF %
A4 8910] o] 5 53 AolRt FE Baskgirt, agA}
49 27004 574 Az 0] A7]H - vHEH olFo] A=
B 8 vt argzpe] dAdoliAl ejv] sl A, & 23
& Hold A3e AR 71581l 9 78 AAR 2
2} olF HEld} Fa A4 EXE 5E= ATeRE O
7oA AAR o E 5G] WAYstaL, 7t ol 17
2o} Ap3lA fAeL ZHY B0 olE WAL E AEHEAE T
5] Aslr| ofgot.

olof] &£ A= ol HldlolE| 7k A|ARE F7HA sl o] ufjFof
¥ 293 Quiet fAYUSE AR YA AT 149
oA ASH LR YR} gt olF il & A v
AlF 0|3 A ZolA AFEEC] AAR BAE R A
2 AL 4 - F-oks 223 e 7Rk A A 5
&, ol & AHSlF] Qlazete] 819 Zdl ‘AHSE AR A E st
gtk A zeprt SeF 37 U 239 35T B2 =

& EH, AElE Aas O WRA 2Hshs A A%
2-g-0] ol BA 49 W4, & F10o] AHEA Quig gt

e L 249 Tl =k

& A9 F22 P AT AR HEHS B ARRIF 2}
=2 - Fashe ETA 7o EA AR]E s o8 S
HSHOE ofgfishz ) 3ot FAHZE EA] 33 SolA
PR ARR|A A oG] ofmRh 27T W} SofA]
31, 7 ol ol ofd Aoz 22|3hEe] ot o8
O 2 Uehh=x], 283 ol 2Rt el gAY ghofjA] ofwgt
ARR13] {10l 0 2 FREEAIE Wl A} 7k

AT g A= dil= = ASFEAE ARIE At
A Q1 5 T 1790] ALFA] ST FrE= NP3t A3t
o] AskEe] lck. ERF thft 799 ARIA A4t L&t
I fiFuE Yzt AA e S5 F=E0] 9)ol, 119
Ao o)F- AL -Aa Ade tsFoE EY 4= e 04
E274E AT, & A o A= A9 F4E WHY
st=l, 7HQ1e] ARR] A AR FAdo) A B9 ol F Tt A4 A
A ZollA oA s Al EAIE EATO =N FF A
H) 0 A2 AL} A A AAISRALAL jict,

1. 0|2 H MAAY
1. Al=IH X1t OfF XE20f 23t 0|2

ARS|E AFE-2 ARE AlolY] HAIE Bl R FAEE A
o, 7jQlo] &35t Ao} AL3] AAL HESA F2 oA
et olsEth(Bourdieu, 1986: Coleman, 1988: Put-
nam, 1995; Lin, 1999). 45 A-tollxli= AFS] A 222t ALS] ]
EQAE FARHIE LR AU, ARA A4S AR YEQA
o ARHE g o]og ZHh= NPoE ARSI §it
(Putnam, 1995; Coleman, 1988). “12j1} Z2ojl= E43H ]
EQA QhoflA 5% FHl S AMEA Aol g th= HolA,
FEE 2 2avt vk =% A71€kLin, 2001). &
3] Bourdieu®} Lin AH3]2] ZHo] the=3] FHA] &of| A AFAA
A FA== Aol ohet, FYAT HAE 7HA| AL Akl
S&3h= AFolEh: A 7223 Lin001)2 °1& 71219
A2 o] wet £ HELIA] s, 1 ot AAgE
TH, 2 ALE 9= YR AYssit. & A=
Lin(1999; 2001)2] =219} Bourdieu(1986)2] % 2|= njgtog
AFE A AR TlQlo] B3] A P9E Fal Aokl -85}
= A 7|58 Ao olsfeara} gt

AFE|A 2R olsfielr] Ysiile ARIA HEYAS] 3%
TF2E W AEE et ok dixA e 44¥(bonding),
2FH (bridging), AAF(linking) UEH=7} Slck, 243 U]
EQaE gl 12E ulgo g JARE S 7H AREE Al
o] fiE B3l AAA AA, 4=, BAE 245 59 7152 %
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5, QAR S AES A% BATeE 2HE3THPut-
nam, 2000; Briggs, 1998). ¥Hf W&y Y EIE A2 o2 A}
ST Alole] A4S B8l AR At 7138 oo 7]k
(Putnam, 2000: Adler and Kwon, 2002), 42] Zg7]ofA] A
312 A4 Wale 5271 2 5 UthBriggs, 1998; Woolcock,
2001). A1 HIEQ AL o3 +HA dFE dof, Bl
A7 e At 7H] =313 A4 7e7In, A Aol A
T2 A el ke AEE 753K Claridge, 2018),

HEZ 729 B4E A¥3h= dlol= Granovetter(1973)
9] 7%t flistrong ties)2 2Ft f-t(weak ties) 71'd%E 582
siot, fdie s A W, XA YA, 45 XY &
Soll o8l gebdloh et fdie $4E s BAES 45
+ dl fEskRIeE ARy 7]3]9] BHitolli= 3HA|7F ot BHE oF
T s AsA A5ER Y2o' WA Mert o, AR
A 713] o] T2 AHEst Yoy A2 3oe} 242
oA 53] T84 2-83h= 4o HarHr}, ot Gra-
novetter 2 % o7 ZHIE wF FRE AT A2
ofvgfil Bokth Burt(2000) 9A] 322 Fll(structural
holes) 7H'd& B3], A2 AAEA] g2 Aok Aol & vi7fdh=
A AA7E ARl A AHE 4ol a3t 7|38 Algtitial 4
g8t

ol|gt AI3l A AR =0l YIESA S48 A Ao 27
& F7100, A 4 § Y 2499 23 WA= S0
oh22] Z3thLin, 1999; Lin, 2008; 27%, 2014; 0|49, 2022;
o132 - &2, 2023: o F=, 2021). °] AIE Haks)
= Wkl A ‘ol F A =27t TS

Kaufmann et al,(2004)}2 32} 310]5/d ALZlelA o)F 2}
E(motility capital) A7} AA A 22, E5F2] ZHE, AHSE] 2}
i} s Fa8% ARolekal Bttt T aEAAe PR
Al&dlo] gt Aol ARE Aleld] A3 ARER AFRiRte]9]
71315 Fe3tchs dE& ARsHAA, olF o] ALRA RS
Hebsal 7heke 4= 9lrkal AseirHKaufmann et al., 2004).
o] % Urry(2007)= 2] A2 Y EQ]A AHE /g o2 3y
slgich, HIESA &pEolgt A|2|F oz He] "olA Sl AFRE
I} AL A BAE FAskL FAITCEA A, A4, AAE
% S A = U= FFE Yuisiy, olFHF, L5t Al
743 v x|, A Tl 845 IS of2dt =2dlo] AlE]
2] A 2740 HE ZRE Hol ekt 859 Ao st
£ A% d7-50] 3= 0] $ik(Foster et al., 2015; Stephens,
2008).

FUNAE &413]- =A18H2016)0] Urry®] =& 48314,
Y EQA 2HL0| AJol & 7)91e] ‘el E] HFF 2lo] = 3)A51e
o}, 2ulelE g A BAE FAsHaL fAIsH] et 7
Q18] o]F T 23] TS Eoh, AAF A%, olF Hl-E- F+

76 TREAE, H61H HAZ (2026)

S T o8 74, AT A9et SAIA, AGALE A
H]A Zpgkolut 2919 =22 B83H= 58 & 2T, o
710l gk Ao et it TR Z@RE NE-S g
Aoz s rh&413] - g 2016; #4113, 2018).

o] =0l= AF3| 3| Ajo] 14 A}elo] opz} 7%l E ]
o 2+e] malE] o] wpet F4 71371 il 54 AR
& AARR, BdejE A2 FfQlo] ofH Apdvof skl
el AEY = QRS FHArhs HollA, AHElA AR
92 T 2737 F25 o3fjslr] oyt

2. AIE1H EAolde] HE

AB1A A2 A9 FTHA 7o) T =0 AFE A Qe
(social infrastructure)®} A32] 2x(third place) 5] 718-&
3l FAIZE] ok, 2 A7 olHF =oE ulEeE a1y
Z}o] A4 o]-gah ALS] A A U ALE] A AR A 7o) BAE
Agatz] 8l ‘AFElA Ai(social places)zhe 7HEE AXIZH
o} AR i 5T AR U ESAS} ALS1A ApEo] 34
B3l Gk BelA AaE ouigitt, oA el 77 AL
2| fAef AHglo] AHFdl= B3] A4 7|0k AlSA Ao g o]
3% 4= 3k, ol#gt 71E2 Klinenberg(2019)7F AAIRE ‘AH3]
A QlZ2Hsocial infrastructure)?} BESHA JALAWE, 1
ofuje} B2 27 ofxl= Z}ol7} it

AB1A QZeh= 2 A A T oA x| ALSlE BA 3
A 3E8g 2o wlAs E9F 7| 238 A
sk 7413 - 78 4] 7idolct. Klinenberg(2019)= THE3t A5
o] AEA EUEH ATAEE 4 e WA FFAAEE:
TA®E 7HE IR ARBIA Qlzete] AR AA|She
4, 54 AdolA 7pEE =980 22 Ad-2 vieh g £
= 7Rtk oA B33 o2 BrRit, ol A" AMEA ¢l
Lk ARA g3 slERoleh: AR X3RS ZsHA Y=
sh, Al 9] F53 334l o 2 B4 Er uebA AA &
a0f|4] ofd BAZ} FAE AL ARE0] oFA 525,
F7to] o ALS1Z oulg ZHA| H=A1E 45k Hlol= A
7} Qict,

AB1A Qlehe AlRFES] WRE 4 e AY B /3 &
23] F 221& 2= A WFe 7idold, 3¢, gL,
TAE, ooy, =QAlE T2 R ARSI Qlxetof Z3HE
= Qlct, 2y o] 23 FAEe] RE A, Ad, UE-AF, A
oA TYUg WA o= AL A2 P4 Fog AFdhe A
2 ohch. AAI2 Bourdieu(1986)2t Lin(2001)2 AH2]A 212
o] A=7] YA B4 Fdo] a3k AEA Bfield)o]
Za3lthal Byt Bourdieu(1986)= AM3] F7ke] 271 A%
o2 2% o] ¢lo] Adhuict A= tE 7|3 & Al A
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Fat oM, Lin2001) HA] ALS]R A2 FAge] 270] H A
e} 23], F A3 AHinstitutional field)o] X= s 9J=}ofl 7|
FYHA 2HESHAlE ethal Bl

ol#g & Mt ¥4 F4LE Y& =2=E Oldenburg
(2019)2] “AJ39] Aax(third place) & & <= Ut A3 Fat:
At 27 gtollA AlghEol AF o Ro tiEslal WFsh
FEAA BAE sk vIFA Aol YA 94 F
ol ol ofjt oot 82 W Y EYIE B3 AEA &
ol FAE = F4 FF O olgfF = St ok A3 e
HHA A4 Agoler| R, §4 AlSel A BA iAo
WEE AR a0 gt fFoE B Ear) sl AA o] 7id
2 vl 4k, 53] 2F o]d Fd G4 AL FHCE §
J=%1 2. (Oldenburg and Brissett, 1982), 1 A7} AL5] 2.0
= FHSHE o] A AEE 48] AYsHA] Eehvhs vl
2 WolgttHLittman, 2021),

ARz i udt FHE= UESAS] 4Fo] t=rh= J
2 o] APATFAAME 1€, Xu et al, (2017} A7HEE
9] F3} HlolelE B3l T35 FYAA, ws7H, a9E, A
EZ2AH, ARFUEAE oA 243 UEHAY 0] A=
k27 vepdthal ®3181990h Baum and Palmer(2002)= 9,
TFH7HA, &2 7% o] =&% fHiE A4St HES =
& FA8ke 71318 AlFshe el A9sth Stephens
(2008)= W3S WHS YEYI7} == FAE BokoH,
HIER]| U5 o]2f3h A4 7|Hke] WA YEHALY | 78t
A AA€ckar Ysigich, 3 F=A 3o wehi e A=
HERZ 472 depd 4 9ir}, #A%9(20102 S50
Mol FaL 7 wi7) ofER Z4E ¢ Yal &2 wRvt
UrEpdThal siAekglct. AR R (2020) HA] A DEFY A
I 315 oltE R o]l AFSh= IgRLe] ALS A ufF Aol &
2]3 7]3] +z9] 2jo]of uje} gepzlral Hokrt,

FTYsH, £ AollA AR Frare A3e] Ao} 22 ofet
WY Y EHSE ohyzt 75t A4 HIESA, AAIF HES
=, a2l o] 59 £} F vt AR A YEQET) §45
£ E24 7|9k 283 oItk (Figure 1). o1H 271 A
313 Faz olafE7] s 54T AR YENAZ 45
3L, o]& F8l AFRlE Aol ZEshz E2]3 7|Rtolofof g},
W2 E2]7] 7|5k glo] o]Foixl= A 49 242 Lind
Bourdieu7} @3 “Hfield) 2] ZHHoA ofsf = Q. o3t
HollA AEA Fae 93 30 7o s, E4% uA%
Aol FAE AL AHgdhe FAA AL oulgitt, T o]t
Ao 77k, ol Aol g ALe] R diet oA, ofEg BA
AXE T3l AR AEE FAsk=7tl wet defRt FEo=
ueRd 4= it
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Figure 1. Conceptualization of social places
3. MlST ZE

AYR7} A ol @Bk o7t £33 AR FEF =Q15A]
T, FFMEESEIE, FUAE ), B3E, =AM, ¥
¢, S Fol A =] eh@HEE] - 42, 2009: HAA -7
21, 2017: ©]&4], 20195 o1¥lF &), 2011; AAf €, 2021; &

2 AAIE, 2019; HHAA] - A GA, 2019; HAIE - o] H<E, 2015).
A A= AR} o] 83z Ao {3 o] theksh, A4
2 0|82} £} o|8 Aol AolatA Uehd & 3& BoE
o}, 53] AR - 73-20H2017)= aregdake] A=, e, A7) ]
off ug} ol-§ a7t ASSETh: S AFF R FRlsk,
oli= LAY ALS]H A o]go] /Q1F 2T} 4o AdFo
we} 2P A 0 2 LR 4= 923 AJARRIT,

ARG A5t o4 1PAYEE ol§ 71540l BARL
2 fofolA ¥ 3o R BuHr) ARG B d &qt
2o 34 Ao FHLE A g 177t o] Foj R,
YRR HE3 39 JUS WAV 348 HeAol 2 ACE
AR - 232, 2009: AR 732U, 2017). B, =
QER T2 A zdo] Hlg] AF oz Ao] ¥al gHgo] F2
NFYR7} FE ol §Shs FHoR, T2 I Jojel A1 o8-S
uj72 B} ohefgh o] 8-A; 7 HFo] o|Fo|R= A os Hilg
o}, E3E o] gt Rl 7R R AL of 4] a1gd L] o] H]Fo]
A v $H, B RRke] B9 A AlEt F 2AE
ZAgo] Bugth= oA Aol ulE o8 AP Aol= P
HeHEHEE] - &232, 2009).

nFYAR] AT o] ol FEFE 0] T 41(2019)2 2 EFH A AL
PA7E EATE 21 A2 TS AHOR o] 83k YA
g5t o] A A EAEA FA, FolE] &,
Z2I3 o] & B3l bR At sk, Avier g
2L F37], =i Avs ke fethes A BoE
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3HH, 9 31 Ate] 3 ol 8ol BTl ARA Qujo] FEJE
AT-E0] ik, olRlyt 2l2011)E EA A} FHA 52
qoate] 714 {75 B8l 150 g3k, s A
A AAE T3 S APkl AR e 22
92 F4A a7zt HafjE Al7jofle gE-de] 127t 7]
£3402 Bl A2 FAR A9 eRla} YAjF o2 HE&3]
£ 8771 B A RS o] B7] HEYS Basioit, ol%
AT A= Yol g5 P AoA A AP 15
2 B AA2 758 ¢ USE BAEY

AL A4 o] 82 UZH AT E =2 =] o] git, If
AEZ A FAT 2N T FhE 7HENAY A
frohe BAERNE, 2020), Setdle] F7ieF EgAke] WA, &
3 AL S3E FHoR § ol i Fo) g EAHo|tHH P
ZAAIE, 2019; Bt =] - Z9A), 2019), 0|23t ATE-L 118=}9]
oj7ket Al Eo] FFEA A A gar FFte]
U H]34 A ho A = o] Fol Atk HE HAE

olde] AR A= A o7} 2 A4 o] go] TRt Al
Ak Z7f|A o]FJR I U2 RAFGI, 4 AF Koll= F
agh ol 8at 9 Al B4, 157 945} 5 ARSA et wHA"
g dAEol EFE ] At 2y 7]E A dAIE A
Aol 57 As9) o] g o ALsH RARIAY, o7t &
3} 87 7159 THA F289E AWk bl 24 Fol ¢t
o}, 11 A 7] ekt Aras o]-go] ZH= AR3A Qu| & A
2 O FaoA Yl T4 29 zlojet 127 P4
= AHE] - A XA ou]o] Wit =0 FE-8] o] Fo] A A] ZFrt,

4, 12| xpEA

7|E& AR} AtoflA] ARSI A PRS- 2 7|19 Alal &l
L A2l AL HIEQA £400] 23 Fol BAE] gt
o, A F7F FollA a1ggRe| o] Fa} 4 o]-g-o] ZH= ALSIF
Oujo} A Wk A o8 FE5] 2YE | F513tt, o]
3k Al EAIA G B FEA = R E ], APAE 9
g 3700 BEANAE SR P45 L, AA AFEA
arol A== vhekRt QA F1HE EA4 AR Y| ool bl
Ao} i @A, 2014).

2 A= BA| A} o] 8k Tkt FhE ARSIA 4
(social places)ehe 53 24 E& AF/J8IaL, 4 of8o]
ALB13 7ok ARSI A ALE 4 BAolAl oHEt oulE 27
£ AR, 53] 1A} ol 8dk= B9 37 Tt o
7+ EBR] Aldo] ofygl, E4T AFRlA BAe Y EYAZF AA-
S ARA ) A48k, A4 3l wet dolstA
Yehts ABIA R WA 1 elE d% 7|9 A= g B9
AFH o8 BAZITE HoflA 71E A7 APEAE A d
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., A Y
1. &7 4474

£ g7 2791 2(Grounded Theory) S 283 23]
A2 AA R, ZHOIE AT Efd AR d4ke 7Ee.
2, B9 1Y AEE Mg HER 531, A|&H vlal
£ 33l o8& A%k ol ol algA} o]F HltlolH
o|Ho] ¥¢l AEA ojujet BA 49 fAUSS LA A
Al At AR o2 EE k&7 dslst s & A2 B30 R
ksl} Strauss and Corbin(1990)2- ¥F 71 4|12 A A2 2
2 A9sl7] Y8l S99 gty BYE APFos g3t
= 24 AAE AXSE M, Glaser(2014)= o]2gt 24 59
A Aol o]0 AHE E8E AoFY 4= U2 nlEAos
=008}, 1= A4 v} i A& F8) HAESTE A}
220E EEEofof T Zx3A £ A= Glaser(2014)
Hha9] 270l & WAlE A-gstod A 7MY 24 Bl 9
E317) gha1, YER W8-S 7|HleE S s = AT} ol
& &3} 8k

2. A7 EHoixtel M

& A Fozs EA] QoA B4 AR ALE v
oz o g5, 3 FaolAe] ¥A AA(FEAE)T 11 9
olE AR CE AMeT & e I-A T, O FAI EA
gt A& 31 A SRt A= PSR & AtollA A
B3 s o182 Fa 2] FE FAo] thafRh A o] Akl F
AFEFE, U5} & 28 AT A7), 35 €5 42 58
)0l 3L, Y BAE F 18] ol H7IH R o) 8Th= B¢
Z Aofsiqict, ozt B2 27] dAA EA] 3 W T
T 782 ARlE A ol8AE FulA EESIAL, JE- AP
(A7]/37] 1A & 712 A7 oS RS 842
Z AFS ol F HEt 42 sk oA AR
ARR1E ol g A2 Tttt 2UF e Aol
WA AR PAMEHR 73), A P& 7Hs5H st o
TOF B8 A, 1AL AUEN e ARIE AR
AP A= o gz veide] Ak F3EA ol
£ e 29T Ea Fe] 4 A E - vlash] 9
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Table 1. Interview participants

Category Men (A) Women (B) Total
Young-old adults 8(2) 11(3) 19 (B)
Old-old adults 18(1) 15 33(1)
Place stakeholders (C) 4 3 7

Total (including overlaps) 30(3) 29 (3) 59 (6)

Note: Young-old and old-old adults were classified based on a cutoff age
of 75.
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F2 T AREA A B QT oA AAEG e, UF
7 A 530 dig 5YE T2 F FE 53718 ARl =
oI}, FAIH Y B AR (Table 2>l A|ASHt, HE
2 gi5}e] 380 ulet AES EFSAU ARS8 WA o=
AggE|gon], 7 WS 1:1 WA o= o 1~2A)ZE F< 0|50
Ak, e 544 A dao] adh Aol Foxpt &4
Aoz Jusl= Ao APt BE =3 Ave A&
7F A3 AAbsto] EA o E-gstqict, =3t HE Ap2 o] et
olaiet B HEE 8l FolWAE Wy on, 2 AHEH
2ol Al 2|4 37 ol AlFSHAU A HOE st BE
& WEAFo =N A U8 AEAS FAstal AR A4 ol
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4. Xtz &4

£ A= Glaser(2014)7F 7238 143 8] al ¥ (constant
comparison)Zt ©| 22| &&(emergence)oll A3t A0 E
& 4hEst, olof wet A& 42 EY, AdsY, ol
A 9o FHEE HAE =y olF EAE A= BA] ¢l
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Table 2. Key interview questions

Category

Key questions

* Is Seoul your hometown? How do you feel about Seoul?

(1) Context of social place use
later-life transitions?

+ What kinds of duties and roles have you performed as a man or woman?
+ Have you experienced any life changes related to retirement, children’s independence, or other

* Please describe your daily routine.

(2) Experiences of social place

+ How often do you go out, and for what reasons?

use « Where do you frequently visit and spend time? When, with whom, and how often do you use

these places?

* How many places do you regularly visit in a typical week?

(3) Place characteristics,

?
networks, and mobility YRRl Aokl

* How do you travel to these places? What are your main modes of transportation, and how far do

« What characteristics do you prefer in these places? Why do you visit them frequently?

« What kinds of social interactions occur in these places? Are they differentiated by gender or age?

* Do you feel a sense of belonging or attachment when using these places? Which place do you

feel most attached to?
(4) Effects on older adults' lives

« What has changed most noticeably before and after you began using social places regularly?

« How do you feel when you are unable to use these places? How did you use or maintain access
to these places during the COVID-19 period?
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* Lived experiences of national poverty and industrialization

* Generational differences in values
= Historical context of rural-to-urban migration to Seoul

* _Later-life constraints on leaving Seoul

Triggering Factors Spatial Conditions

Social Place Preferences

* Regular and open settings
= Affordable places

= Surplus free time after retirement or

children’s departure
= Relief from loneliness * Transit-accessible places

= Avoiding conflict at home * Physical and emotional comfort

* Fear of death and institutionalization * Social networking opportunities

= Memory-evoking places

= Vitalizing places for learning,

sensory experience, and rest

Differentiated Patterns of Social Place Use

= Physical capability
= Economic capability

and tie strength

' | = Loose-solidarity places

i |- Open/autonomous places
i | = Institutional places

i - Tight=knit places

1

= Temporal availability :
= Capability to use mobility systems |

= Basic bonding

= Expansive stimulation
= Institutional trust
= Care-based bonding

Figure 2. A paradigm model of social place use among urban older adults
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Table 3. Physical settings of social places used by older adults

Type of

social place Physical settings (Examples)

Parks, mountains and other natural
spaces, Giwon (baduk/game rooms),
movie theaters catering to older adults,
commercial facilities for older adults
such as Colatecs (dance halls popular
among older adults), areas near terminal
subway stations, informal public spaces
such as transport waiting areas

Loose-solidarity
places

Libraries, cafés, rest areas in district
offices and other public facilities, sports
facilities such as tennis courts, billiard
halls, and gyms

Open/autonomous
places

Senior welfare centers, community
service centers, religious facilities such
as churches and Catholic churches

Institutional places

Senior citizen centers, small-scale places

Tight-knit places such as acquaintances’ homes
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Figure 3. Loose-solidarity places
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Figure 5. Institutional places
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Figure 6. Tight-knit places
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Figure 8. Social place—based structural model of social capital formation among urban older adults
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Appendix

Appendix Table 1. Theoretical coding structure of social place use among older adults

Theoretical Theoretical
code entity

Higher-level coding

Generational
differences in
experiences and
values

Lower-level coding (Participants)

Experiences of national poverty and periods of social change (A7, A12, A16, A21,
A22,CT)

Differences in understanding and lived experiences from younger generations
(A12, A21)

Historical context of
migration to Seoul

Contextual Later-life
conditions context

Searching for livelihood opportunities beyond agriculture (A6, A12, A14, A20)

Moving to Seoul to pursue aspirations, such as continuing education (A17, B16)

Moving to Seoul by following husbands or children (B1, B21, B22)

Later-life constraints on
leaving Seoul

Perception tha Seoul is more livable than rural areas (A2, B2, B3, B7, B8)

Perceiving Seoul as home after the death of acquaintances in hometowns (A2,
B2, B3, B7, B8)

Reluctance to burden children (A3, A16, A17, B22)

Access to medical services (A1, Ab, A6, B2, B14)

Constraints on moving back to rural areas due to limited transport convenience
(A1, A5, AB, B2, B14)

Surplus free time after
life transitions

Going out due to boredom (A1, A16, B3, B23, C6)

Desire for productive activities and preference for senior employment (A3, A9,
A13,A12,A14,B1,B2,B8,B10,C1)

Free time as an opportunity for older women to regain agency (B1, B2, B8, B10)

Motives for  Relief from loneliness

Triggering  mobility and

Relief from loneliness and feelings of emptiness (B3, B8, B18, B19, B20, B21, A20)

Having no one 1o talk to while living alone (A4, Ab, AB, A9, A16, A20, A21, A22,
B3, B5, B8, B10,B11,B15,B16,B18, B19, B20, B21, B22, B23,C3)

factors social place Limited interaction with family members (B3, B8, B18, B19, A20)
Hse Relief from discomfort  SPousal nagging and difficulty in communication (A3, A12, A13,B17)
athome and restoration conflicts arising from spending more time with a spouse at home (A3, A12, A13,
of self-esteem A23)
Anxiety about suddenly dying from illness (A2, A3, Ab, A12, A14, A16)
Anxiety about death . -
arid petiionakastn Fear of entering a nursing home (A2, A3, A, A12, A14, A16)
Health-oriented outings (A2, A3, A5, A12, A14, A16, B9, B16)
Regular places to spend the day (A1, Ab, A7, A12, B3, B18, B19, B20, B21, B22,
C7)
Preference for reqular ~YVeekend and holiday availability (A5, A6, A7, AT7, B2, B19, C3, C5)
and open places Subjective time perception and habitual place use (A14, B14, C4)
Psychological and health impacts of place closures during COVID-19 (A14, A22,
. _ B3, B19, C4)
Spatial Social place : :
conditions  preferences Low financial burden (A6, A12, A19, A22, B2, B8, B23, C6)
Preferenee fof Low-cost commercial facilities (A6, A12, A22, B8, B23, C6)
affordable places
Pension insecurity among older cohorts (A12, A16, A22, B23)
Increasing dependence on public transport (Ab, A7, A12, A16, A17, A21,B10, B23)
Preference for transit-

96

accessible places

Use of places near subway stations (C2, C4, C6)

Preference for terminal subway stations (A6, A9, A16, A21, A17, A22, C4, C6)
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Theoretical Theoretical

code

Spatial

entity

Social place

conditions preferences

Higher-level coding

Preference for
physically and
psychologically
comfortable places

Lower-level coding (Participants)

Convenient toilet access (A12, A16, B18, C6)

Clean and pleasant air quality (A5, A7, A12, A13, C6E)

Psychological comfort (A2, A9, A10, A12, B10)

Places offering social
networking
opportunities

Places to meet people (B3, B5, B8, B10, B18, B19, B20, B21, B23, Ab, A9, AT1,
A12, A15,A19, A20)

Memory-evoking places

Loss associated with places changed by urban development (A12, A14, A16,
A21,C7)

Memories of school days (A3, A14, CT)

Political discussion (A6, A16, C7)

Culture, arts, and entertainment districts (A6, C7, C6)

Older adults traveling to Jongno from other areas (A6, A12, A22, C1)

Memories of a former red-light district and present-day Bacchus ladies (A6, A7,
C1)

Vitalizing places for
learning, sensory
experiences, and rest

Meaningful leamning activities (A2, A8, A13, A17)

Historic places (A6, A16, A17, CT)

Outdoor sports activities (A8, A10, A13)

Music and sensory experiences (A5, B8, B18)

Vitality through dance (A5, A9, A10, B6, B8, B12)

Outdoor natural environments (A6, A12, A19, B16)

Psychological comfort through worship and prayer (A1, A2, Ab, B3, B23)

Variation

Network
structure

Low-intensity bonding
network based on loose
solidarity

Homogeneous male networks (Ab, A6, AQ, A11,A12, A15, A19)

Low-intensity sociability (A1, A4, A12, A16, A19,CT)

Shared but solitary activities with changing partners, such as baduk, janggi,
colatec dancing, and moviegoing (A7, A14, C3, C6)

Difficulty forming deep relationships with new people among older men (A6, A7,
A12, A16)

Low-intensity bridging
network based on
individual activities and
coexistence with
diverse groups

Preference for coexistence with younger generations (A2, A8, A10, A13, AT7,
A23)

Tendency to distance oneself from old-old adults and senior-only spaces (A2,
A8, A9, A10,A13,B1,B12,Ch)

Preference for individual space and activities (A2, A10, A17, A23, C4)

Learning and exercise activities for later-life preparation (A2, A8, A10, A17, A23)

High-intensity bridging
and linking network
with formal rules and
systems

High-intensity sociability in diverse activity-based groups (B2, B3, B14, B15, C2,
C4)

Assigned roles such as group leader or treasurer (A5, B2, B14, C2, C4)

Relationships with staff and organizations (B2, B10, B12, B13, C2, C4)

Presence of formal rules and systems (C2, C4)

Strong commitment to activities (B2, B10, B12, B13,B14, B15,C2, C4)

High-intensity bonding
network based on
shared daily activities

Strong community ties through daily presence and shared meals (B3, B5, B10,
B18, B19, B20, B21, B22, B23)

Concentration of old-old women in bonding networks (B3, B5, B18, B19, B20,
B21, B22, B23)

Intense sociability and conflict-prone environments (B3, A6, B18, B19, B20, B21,
B22)

Gender segregation (Ab, A12, A13,A14,B3,B12,B13,B18)
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Theoretical Theoretical

code entity Higher-level coding

Importance of local
public transport
systems

Lower-level coding (Participants)

Surrendering driver's licenses (A5, A7, B23)

Difficulty using taxis (A3, A5, A7, B23)

Benefits of free subway use (A6, A9, A12, A16, A17, A21, A22, B10, B21, B23)

Use of priority seats for older adults on subways (A12, A16, A17,B10, B21, B23,
C

Connecting residential areas and social places through buses and subways (A6,
AQ, A12, A16, A17,A21, A22,B10, B21, B23, C7, C6)

Exploring age-friendly
places through subway
use

Contingent Mobility
conditions capital

Dependence on free subway use (A6, A12, A16, A21, A22)

Long-distance travel to Jongno 3-ga and terminal subway stations (A6, A12,
A6, A21,A22,C1,C6)

Travel to age-friendly and welcoming places (A6, A16, A21, A22, B8, C6)

Everyday trips and place exploration based on free subway use (A16, A17, A21,
A22,CB)

Mobility within subway-connected areas (A9, A16, A17, A21, A22, C6)

Use of separated places
by paying certain costs

Willingness to pay for comfortable places (A2, A3, A8, A10, A13, A17, A23)

Avoidance of places concentrated with low-income older adults (A2, A3, A7, C1,
c3)

Time and distance
constraints due to
housework and family
care

Housework and grandchild care among older women (B1, B2, B6, B9, B12, B14,
A10)

Constraints on time and travel range due to domestic work, such as meal
preparation (B1, B2, B6, B9, B12, B14)

Reduced travel range
due to declining
physical mobility

Difficulty using subways among old-old adults (B16, B19, B22)

Use of nearby social places due to declining physical mobility (B3, B16, B18,
B19, B20, B21, B22)

Stronger attachment to specific social places due to declining physical mobility
(B3,B16,B18,B19, B20, B21, B22)

Basic bonding capital

Restoration of everyday routines (A1, Ab, A7, A11, A14, A15, A16, A17, A19, A20,
A22, B8)

Relief from loneliness and emptiness (A4, Ab, A6, A9, A16, A20, A21, A22, B3, Bb,
B8, B10,B11,B15,B16,B18, B19, B20, B21, B22, B23, C3)

Vitality and stress relief through casual encounters with peers(A1, A4, Ab, A9,
A11,A12,A15,A16,A19, B8, C7)

Information sharing through casual conversations and links to other social
places (Ab, A7, Ab, A20, B8)

Expansive stimulation

Benefits of capital

social place

Outcomes :
use (social

Renewed connection to a changing society through interaction with diverse
groups (A2, A10, A17, A23)

Self-development through continued learning, education, and exercise (A2, A3,
A8, A10, A13, A17, A23)

Job preparation through access to employment information (A3, A9, A12, A13)

capital)

Institutional trust
capital

Mutual trust in identity-verified relationships (B2, B10, B12, B13, B14, C2, C4)

Responsibility and behavioral change through assigned roles (C2, C4)

Formation of self-identity and self-esteem through diverse activities (B2, B12,
B13,B14,C2,C4)

Enjoyment based on religious and leisure activities (B2, B10, B12, B13,B14, C2, C4)

Care-based bonding
capital

Formation of family-like community ties (B3, B5, B18, B19, B20, B21, B22)

Informal mutual care, including care for older adults with dementia (B3, B5, B19)

Women's provision of meals and check-ins for older men (A6, B3, B21)

Older men's management and maintenance of places (A6, A7, B3, B21)
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