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Generational Differences in Internal Migration Patterns across Urban

Hierarchy

: Focusing on the Capital Region, Non-Capital Metropolitan Cities, and Provincial Areas
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Abstract

Previous studies on internal migration have examined age-specific migration patterns, but relatively little attention has
been paid to how these patterns vary across specific origin—destination combinations within the national spatial hierarchy.
To address this gap, this study classifies South Korea's territorial space into three hierarchical levels—the capital region,
non-capital metropolitan cities, and non-capital provincial areas—and empirically examines age-specific interregional
migration probabilities. The results reveal clear age-differentiated patterns across the spatial hierarchy. Young adults in
their 20s and 30s exhibit relatively high migration probabilities across multiple interregional pathways, whereas individuals
in their late 40s through their 60s show a substantially higher likelihood of downward migration from the capital region
and non-capital metropolitan cities to provincial areas. These findings suggest that age-specific migration should be
understood not merely in terms of migration volume or net flows, but as an intergenerational redistribution process
structured by the spatial hierarchy of the national territory. This research highlights the need for population redistribution
and regional policies that explicitly consider the hierarchical roles of regions and the age-specific dynamics of interregional

migration.
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Note: Panels from left to right represent the capital region, five major non-capital metropolitan cities, and non-capital provincial areas. Positive and negative

values indicate net in- and out-migration, respectively.

Figure 1. Age-specific net migration rates across urban hierarchy (2020~2024)
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Table 1. Age-specific migration destination odds by age group for migrants from the capital region

(Origin=capital region )

Age groups — Capital region — Non-capital metropolitan cities — Non-capital provincial areas
0-4 1.08 087 082
5-9 1.02 0.86 0.99
10-14 1.04 0.79 097
16-19 092 1.30 1.13
20-24 090 1.47 1.11
26-29 1.00 1.26 0.93
30-34 1.09 099 077
36-39 1.08 0.89 083
40-44 1.04 0.88 094
45-49 1.00 0.89 1.04
50-54 098 084 1.12
56-59 093 0.76 1.26
60-64 092 071 1.31
65-69 095 0.69 1.23
70-74 098 072 1.14
75-79 1.01 075 1.05
80+ 099 0283 1.08

Note: Odds ratios greater than 1.0 are shown in bold, indicating a higher relative likelihood of selecting a given destination compared to the all-age average

among migrants originating from the capital region.
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Table 2. Age-specific migration destination odds by age group for migrants from the non-capital metropolitan cities

(Origin=non-capital metropolitan cities)

Age groups — Capital region — Non-capital metropolitan cities — Non-capital provincial areas
0-4 0.86 1.12 1.06
5-9 092 096 1.06
10-14 0.88 0.90 1.09
15-19 1.34 0.90 082
20-24 1.29 1.19 0.78
25-29 1.22 1.13 084
30-34 1.03 1.11 0.96
35-39 093 1.04 1.03
40-44 0.85 098 1.09
45-49 0.80 0.89 1.15
50-54 0.72 082 1.21
55-59 0.62 0.72 1.29
60-64 0.60 0.67 1.32
65-69 0.65 0.66 1.29
T0-74 0.67 071 1.26
75-79 0.74 0.83 1.19
80+ 0.77 092 1.16

Note: Odds ratios greater than 1.0 are shown in bold, indicating a higher relative likelihood of selecting a given destination compared to the all-age average

among migrants originating from the non-capital metropolitan cities.
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Table 3. Age-specific migration destination odds by age group for migrants from the non-capital provincial areas

(Origin=non-capital provincial areas)

Age groups — Capital region — Non-capital metropolitan cities — Non-capital provincial areas
0-4 0.85 1.16 1.07
5-9 091 1.03 1.12
10-14 093 0.96 1.19
16-19 1.09 093 091
20-24 1.10 1.00 0.80
256-29 1.08 097 0.89
30-34 098 1.05 096
3b6-39 095 1.03 1.06
40-44 093 1.00 1.15
45-49 091 098 1.21
50-54 090 097 1.24
55-59 091 097 1.23
60-64 094 097 117
65-69 1.00 098 1.03
T0-74 1.02 1.02 093
75-79 1.07 1.01 0.86
80+ 1.06 1.05 082

Note: Odds ratios greater than 1.0 are shown in bold, indicating a higher relative likelihood of selecting a given destination compared to the all-age average

among migrants originating from the non-capital provincial areas.

Table 4. Top and second-highest destination choice odds by age group across the spatial hierarchy

i S Age group with Age group with

ik RS highest odds Odds  cocondhighestodds ~ 2dds
Capital region 30-34 1.09 0-4/35-39 1.08

Capital region Non-capital metropolitan cities 20-24 147 15-19 1.30
Non-capital provincial areas 60-64 1.31 55-59 126
Capital region 15-19 134 20-24 129

Nom:apl?al - Non-capital metropolitan cities 20-24 1.19 25-29 113

metropolitan cities
Non-capital provincial areas 60-64 132 55-59 / 65-69 129
Capital region 20-24 1.10 15-19 1.09

Non-capital ; - o % B

provincial areas Non-capital metropolitan cities 0-4 1.16 30-34/80+ 1.05
Non-capital provincial areas 50-54 124 55-59 123
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