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Abstract

In contemporary societies, the responsibility for class reproduction through children’s education has become
increasingly concentrated on mothers, positioning highly educated mothers' cultural and social capital as key resources for
reconciling paid work and childcare. This study examines the spatial practices of highly educated mothers residing in the
Seoul Metropolitan Area, focusing on how they manage spatiotemporal constraints in everyday life. Drawing on in-depth
interviews, the study identifies three interrelated strategies. First, mothers employ spatiotemporal compression strategies
by trans-locally connecting residential locations, workplaces, and additional caregivers. Second, they maximize proximity
in order to integrate childcare and professional activities within a limited daily activity space. Third, they pursue scale-up
strategies that mobilize cultural and social capital to overcome geographical constraints and sustain career aspirations.
These strategies represent adaptive responses to gendered role expectations and unequal urban opportunity structures,
combining limited options through the intensive use of available resources. While some practices suggest the possibility
of alternative care arrangements or gender relations, they remain contingent upon career constraints and structural
sacrifices borne by highly educated mothers. The findings demonstrate that unequal urban spatial structures intensify
the complexity of these strategies and that urban space, class, and gender are mutually constitutive in reproducing
hierarchical and polarized social relations.
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Table 1. Research participants

No. Academic level Job Age of children* No. Academic level Job Age of children*
P1  PhD holder Research professor 31monthsold P14 Matiers doges = 7 & Ot grade
holder students
P2 PhD holder Adjunct lecturer BRIy P15 PhD ABD Full-time researcher Ancgtade
students student
P3 Master's degree Classical dancer / E:Dd%rr?tde P16 PhD holder Contract-based research 5 & 6th-grade
holder Academy director 7 years old fellow students
School teacher / ayeatEold Lawyer at a public 32 months old
P4 PhD holder P - 10 & 12th-grade P17 PhD ABD institufi " ’
ljunct lecturer dioiere institution pregnan
Master's degree Lawyer at a public 7 years old, Master's degree Deputy manager at an
PB holder institution 18 months old 3 holder asset management firm S menihsokd
Master's degree  Team manager at a 3rd-grade Master's degree Contract-hased school
& holder major corporation student P13 holder staff Amonthz old
Master's degree . — 3rd-grade Master's degree Contract-based 8th-grade
Be holder Rediding SHdigidirecis student R holder researcher student
Master's degree | .. Master's degree 2nd-grade
P8 holder High school teacher 3&byearsold P21 holdae Freelancer e
Bachelor's Former pharmacistat 6 years old, Director of a private 12th & 10th-
Pl degree holder  a university hospital 20 months old B2, Py holder research institute grade students
. Assistant professor at _ Master's degree  Elementary school
P19 PhD canaitate a university hospital R holder teacher Fachins ol
Master's degree Assistant manager at Istamde Master's degree Director of a welfare = Lyearsokd
Fl holder a public institution st Red holder center VIt e
P 7 years old student
Master's degree Director at a foreign Master's degree Assistant professor at a AR
P2 holder bank Eyramio RZD holder university hospital Students,
ty hosp 4 years old
Contract-based
Master's degree ; 5 years old, Bachelor's - :
P13 holder assistant manager at pregnant P26 degree holder Salaried dentist 40 months old

a major corporation

*1st to 6th-grade: elementary school students, 7th to 9th-grade: middle school students, 10th to 12th-grade: high school students.

29 ZH2E BE3Po] Al A E SARE AR S e 4

st

o] 245 B3l 18 oS0l tEA] T3t SollA] oA
4989, A, 55 52 4ol 23& A=FsiaL, o]
oA EAIFZEO] R A 71USHA FAUEAE 24T Aol

A
=

my

1}

I

V.

1. A

of
10

e

ZX|GM SEUE' S

3171 APAE & P12 HiE A= AF FAd Sl

AzsteA 2ol

W= A& FEATE FE 247 7 T

AUIBkL ook, ARl g 99 #71 F8 AFAT BaSHA|

2 A7t Qe

A&

=5

=210

Eoul2 TEsH=

7ol o7

of, Bl e A AR B2 om AALFE olof7kaL
At P12 F=l AFS] A8 5 7R’ A1 Ml

olde] 4EACE AL Y], T “Yuprt oA
SekoA7|olE WAL, Wt BEE 4= Qs BAT0R APy o)
Askel ESAEE 0% 47 oo wEolE 4 9l A
ol 3L QAISE AFH|0)7] wholch, S FHOE P13 AS
9172 3 224 o 5o] WAISHAA (Figure 2)9 o] $5
T AHE Gl SR SRR YA A4S 2 4 ot

Dongjak-gu, -
Seoul
\ 1-2hours by private car
N\ (one-way)
Dongtan-dong,
Hwaseong

™ A3 hours by public transportation
(one-way)

aegu

workable commuting range
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Figure 6. P4's strategy for utilizing neighborhood care networks

Joumal of Korea Planning Association Vol.61, No.3 (2026) 143



ESEIRLE

A= 2 S 5T AR HA 22 B 4= Qi)

HBARL P39 AR HA| 33 Aled 24& AWsH| 273
5l 28 S5 I1E 50 AT HojE, pse 48
T EE Mz AFsh, AEE F402 v 308 ool
s HEATFAA dafiglth, J 77kE oA Yok Aol
ST 4 WA = = HelA Afolzt #gla, Az
T HEA AL 7P AR 91710l RR4lo] ek 2F-E
9] AHFAE 37] Bolsirtal o7t AAR s i 29
o4l oftE: BHA] G A2 7RG ' BAF AFF-A oA Yt A e
of9} oF5-0| H¥E HkarA} 513t

ey FFAIZE] 9A]-18A|Z J1 A o5l Azt FAlE A
o] AR = glolA] A9 &5 F9E A= dloll olEEol
U3t 53] 27} ofglol oA 7[5t Hsfof Bk Al
AsHA -53t7] AR, 12 Qg 25 TS Adelr] 9
g H2 0] 2 vio] FRgh Agto] RHEE QI st PS5 &
|3 AYEFE B F = M2 WA g es 2
F24 AAE FA & F2E& AHgs H 7ike AR
o] ohd, A& FAHLE T H'olehz X AuiAE AHT A
o|thFigure 7). AZT-5 WU Ftof YAIT FF71H HIA
2|02 o|As%=tl, F5718S SOt T2 Hohs Al
71l Yk 717 AR = s BERIAIE 7} 2 285014 S
oot R85 THoE BH 304 ofujoll A AFEA]
£ 2481l 21 9] ofglol ] AjTte]| B FFAIME: 2733819
o}, EZF AR oA A Y3 = SHEEL| AEE AT &8
glo] SHE-u|ef AI7RE 283 AR B sHEE B
SHAA B8 FHE TREA| 948 5 Uitk

P59 All= 2 4E 7Sk AEko| B<ed] 7i7ke: 3ol A
+ A oY oulE Adth= HE HAEH F37IHolE=
A= FHE B8 AR Aes Bislo] S5 FEE
Aol AT < s E5 99E& AT Aol ARt P5=
#Aelo] SHA of-¢ 2 EAE F=siaL et Azl 9
+ 29 ththd o 52 A8 WL TRt AR S TOoRA
Zp4lo] ek W21e AZolE AL 4 UUE Aolrh ¢

Workplace choice Residential choice
based on residential location based on workplace location
- "\;‘ "'1 \;‘
Nmiuutes‘\.

. 30minutes,”’

8am 9am l0am == Spm &pm Tpm 9am 10am ... 4pm 5pm 6pm
P5 work(including commuting) || PSchildcare | School pickup helper

Figure 7. P5's strategy for constructing neighborhood-based
childcare

144 B3, Me12 M3S (2026)

w02 Wz BoHe SolEHHQ AEg RASA) o7l
Psi A SR A0 AF AALE QAN SRS
A 3 Aolth, psi BRI AR} ¢JFo] BEsHA] ghAut
“UEAteb Tujop ofolg 719w U Uk & 4= Qs R 2
o 97 717 ALERE SoIFl 12 AT ARHSL of= %
= Z7]3heA A oRe7]ehs BHErlE wElua glgitt,

2) 22 L M22 Xt &=

719 BECE Qe Po AT 710 BAE dEef A
S5 AREEE 283 W AE EolErh pe At
ofglolAE Ty7] AlERE Al7]e 2hiet 2813 AL #0
7] f13f A1e] A7 2AR oA RSt Wi B3 o
EHE ST F 2 Ul ool 2 BA S5 4
Shte) A vy <t v A st

P62 of2o] 2H2- 2| SAA, A7t XY AFUE A E
f BAE BYSIES 2T 54| Hdhe Ao HATE =4
o}, o) jistala} = A ofdolRollA hd oAl B ©f
HUSH AP Ql S5 YENIE 9813 23 of7leld
& W2 FFoIA Lol dvES T = e TEE 34
sHH, o] YIEQAE 7IRICE AP E59| e FEATIE A
R =g T ST o U o = s e T B ST
= OMRES] AFSIHA 27} ulskt 28} AAAEE Bt
3L o A 8RS IRISEAL ALk, "2 ofolEt WA F
T 0" TEH FE 2ATAA}L SAF 2A] Ve A
o] Foltt AR E FE ¥k /R FEolle 434
Hoz zosiAvy 2ul UEolE WS 35 4= e 34
31712 HchFigure 8). 0|24 A= FRo] YEYIE 53
TR tAIsks 2 ARl EeAREE AST 5 AT

FEE A2 po> A AEHE B3l AR 7Holeke 31
A - AR813| o238} FEE ARk Holth, P62 2 Ul vE
HAE T3 =& AWHEE st A AT
< FUSHs AYIGE FE8A. 718 AL 42 ™
FHEL, 7L EEE IR A TR FEE AR P6
o] ARofA F B2 ST AR AFE E ohEh ARA W
A2t 71s SN E BEE A& & AUtk 71E A <
E3P7LE Al sk AHeE HolA], 118k of LU 7E AR4le) Ab
A 243 e AT 0R 2US] N2 EF
A& BESIL, ol AL sEoR AFAR] Ao
Z s = it

OE ARIZ, P72 3 ti7]dell o2 Z58HaA Ay

Figure 8. P6's creation of a care-oriented neighborhood



AC{SHE gt 282 I8t D812 ofp{LISe| B2IER

S AYEE] HAA 2 ol 22 A W
ot ol $7E0] A R 58 10 23& 7Pt
oA FASHEA, 2= A4S BEE TEA O Jsp|E 2
At P7E EAL T ofFEo R HAEIYE W BN
+G37] AlFSH O U2 EEERhE B ol SshalAt
SHATE P72 ol2I7h WBkE 739 siafol ohdzl, "7 oA ¢
3te ARG 7HA Qe GO, PolelE 71eH A&7
271 A% 0] Ygho g2 FA3kal it

P72 38e TAHLE A IS, A UEND, S54RI
AHE N2 58 $AE A AEsa 38 29 2
£ otole] Bl A& S13l shd 2A 7oA 93] ths
T APER BdE wAE woldtthd, ke 382 2h
o] gt A5 4 Y AvkEEte] w Fo= B85l girk
T2 AR LA S Akt 2Y F0IA A2 s
70| E3itt, ghelo] B ol T 2o SAE AL,
P72 Shl AvkE @7 SARYUY &5 SEGE AYACh
ol ZHAlo] A7k 27| BHA A 7Nt S AHdE AAR
&L 2Rt AR, upA| ShgA|e} 2 A2 BSYY
< AR AR B 4 3l

olEfgt A - ARl A AL 5 SREAIL A 1% ¢l
Zaph URE A GO o|F81A] efIAE, 2hd 9] FRARET}
ARIAREE A 0 2 159 o Qe 7 A& BoET P72
T S ot ol e glo], A2 A ] AAsto] 2}
A1) AJTE A im0l BR% BE 2 24T A E A
olch, &1 EeAREY AR)E] BAYE B3 HiHHY &%
YHE BTN fEH0 N EAFTIOIA 128 ofujy
7t AEELaL fhEo)7he 58 B3 TS BojEr

3. 27|Y =Y SIS A 8

2FA|Yolgt AR A &Eo] 2AE = I 42, B RS
78 Sk 29 S ST & e A YR £
A, 1990 Holl I ARS|HStofA] ‘AAY =4S
B FHA 2AYLE REEE Foi7l AE A ERE
o] ok} thefet FAIE] Q3 &=L FAE = FFHUA +
‘dEoleh= ©elof o]=2%Ich(Harrison, 2013; Swyngedouw,
1997). A Q7 47t AHEA 39)e] Aoz AR ol
A uF7IR 2, 7 2AY GA| ARA BE BEES] A
2o, Ao 2R S G viRvh= ol x| Aol
LA |golehe BHE AdFQEE AU3f AFE A2kl Fole L
5 o4 9] oH|FEAe} TIPS 2T = Sl M= 7
2 2ol F 4= qlet. o A4 HEE 21U E TEAY A
£ o8 MY B8 YHoE2N tEgEE g Alks
=58 Wi Ak,

P8el ARflE EEe $AHCE T 33 gy 24 449
AELE 2 BoErt 5Tl FojuARel P82 FFo] Al
Heptofl AR AN G5 AR TE AWE 7] S AR
B} AFShs AR olhE TR 2 oAkt dE =
AEARel 282 2Rl vl WSSl QAR P82 | 21
of A g5 27| A2 A% AR A YEAATL FE5
A| Fthal BRIt P8 g A o] A4S ol FEAe} Al
2 2ol FefskA] kil o719, A7t gl dshehe
AZ1olE B U2 W58 AlFEE Yo oA ARE
7HA1AL ek,

P8 AA| 21| Ahel B BHespy| fl8) 2420 B
2A9E AYHL) T F7HAR) +Eo2 Ao g3t
3L Qlek, A% &AL pgo] BT F L= HA7FsRE Wl Wl
A HdE Y 2Fe ke Ao 7ledt golilse]
Aol &2 e 24E Fo] 2N F3sk= Gl 4.
WE3Z] Foll Foish, WAl dutehs FA/3E T8k ©f
S olug A&ofA 2zl S 27|k ik o Ae
olghe EAIZE 2= 2 A WS )l g 7hs’t Al
2, AR ¥ QkollA pgo] Al AR At Hd L
2 i 5= %le 713 AR

Rhd, F= gel9] 2419 p3ofA B o skl et
AT Aseet WA 22 22 AR EE &7
A Azle] Aok glol, wAolR}; uteln] Fojusof Fo] B
I ojFHE AP E FRthe T 5 SERRE TR ARE
2] Zlo] Ql= AT AEE 75 jit. o] S;ES T3 P8
< AEU AR FAE RS dol, FAMF AR} F5 A
7HA| F-5HH AH1le] 2ok A7 BBt it E 29
2 719 UEA 2AZ 73134 P82 WANGTH O] 24 E
& A SOl e AR WEL, AdRolzhe AAE- A
2 BAR 352 4= B AY Aot adiskaa shgich

o] B2 AA7A| & FAIEAL =] 52 A ALY
o g3 A2oflA 2zl BAL THRI7IE F, WSl
E, A2ke 5 3= 240 A3 A7] el 2 A9 A
SRA| Aol FaL, SRT o8- L3l =419 oA whyk
ot PROfIA| A& Apale] Rual 42 AFRE o RUsh=
S2H FAR 7|55k AS B 4 At oIAd™ P82 WAL
HE AAA S8 o=k T3 glow, F2 bt &
7] 1% =8E A= AA| YO Y EYIE F3) AdEstar Sl

7J2] 5P P82 (Figure 992 Sherol] YAIE AAH, #H4le] &
SRR ABIRRES A 02 Bg3lo] tiobAQl EEAAY
& TSI B Wi B AISARE SAHeE AdEdt 2
dolde 7122 E8-& 551 A9 3 =7} s=0lAe
A 53 27] A, 285 F2 AuPE AR A st
I S EE FA @] o2 AHE o W2 A

Joumal of Korea Planning Association Vol.61, No.3 (2026) 145



neighborhood region nation

| P8's family
keyactor | (maternal parents,
husband)

teacherNEnglish

EnglishMmaother
€ MNmother

in-person English
study group activities
- book launch event

“teacher mom™ community
activities

- reading books verification

- sharing parenting concerns,
o rima 5 i o i
action E‘tld y English lessan AN
childcare e e English study group activities
E‘heacher moma - reading English baoks.
online community ,en;;[:::;g&g'a""g Mg
improvement of improvement in the
objectives . English proficiency quality of care & English
d childcare : proficiency
an support :
class class reproduction
reproduction(P8)

implications (P8, children)

upscaling through mobilizing cultural & social capital

Figure 9. Class reproduction through P8's upscaling strategy
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