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Why Do Young People from Rural Areas Move to Large Cities? A Study on
the Determinants of Urban Employment Using Youth Panel Data
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Abstract

The concentration of young people in large cities in Korea, particularly in the Seoul metropolitan area, has been an
ongoing issue, raising concerns about sustainable urban development. While numerous studies have proposed policy
measures to address this trend, a significant gap remains in understanding the specific factors driving young adults from
smaller cities to migrate to these large urban centers. This study aims to bridge this gap by examining the motivations
behind such movements. It focuses on individuals who grew up in non-metropolitan areas and local cities around the
age of 14. We use data from the Youth Panel (YP2007) and employ a binary logit model to analyze the characteristics of
young people who relocated to large cities for employment purposes. Our analysis reveals that the primary drivers for this
migration are educational and economic factors. Additionally, local variables, such as the population density of the region
during adolescence and parental characteristics, significantly influence the decision of young people to move from smaller
to larger cities. Based on these findings, the study suggests that a combination of educational and employment policies
is crucial to address this issue. Specifically, enhancing educational infrastructure and creating more job opportunities in
local cities could mitigate the need for young adults to move to larger urban centers. It is essential to continue research
on youth migration at the individual level to understand the evolving preferences of the current generation, known as MZ
(Millennials and Generation Z). The preferences and priorities of MZ young adults differ from those of older generations,
necessitating policies tailored to their unique needs and aspirations. Through policies based on empirical evidence derived
from the preferences of today’s youth, policymakers can more effectively address the root causes of urban migration and
promote sustainable development across all regions.
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EAAE EoplM e FEFHUA gt =97t & F& olF
L glon 53] XAl AEe] #it EAl= AlFS] oo
of & Ao R =olE| 1 qlrt,

AWER ] 28 W AU EA] Y5 B4 WS 2ol 3}
€ ARBIAQ ol A3 e Y Flolch A=, A=
AellAle HdEol T3] &=L gled, ol5e] 8k X2
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Table 1. Variables of migration

Variable Researcher

; Hong and Yu (2012)
Expected income Kim (2008)
Population
(Population density, Local :g?g{%‘g Yu(2012)
population, etc))
Community service Hong and Yu (2012)
(Social welfare, Public Kim and Yang (2013)
transportation, Culture, etc)) Ha (2005)

Lee (2018)

Employment
(Employment conditions, Lee'ana Moost (2015)

Economic activities, etc)

Oh and Moon (2016)
Ha (2005)

Occupation

0Oh and Moon (2016)
Kwon (2005)

(Employees-Number of Kim and Yang (2013)
employees, Businesses, etc)) Ha (2005)
Finnie (2004)
: Oh and Moon (2016)
Education
(Education level, Educational E:T??Q(gggs}
background, etc)) Choi (2008)
E_I—(i)gﬂlsier?; B(r::gg; Regional K.i il .(2008}
! Finnie (2004)

economic conditions, etc )
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Ao g HoFgirt, olF T4, w8 WA AAo] ZriEsrsE o
LAojA9 Jg-Eo] F7RIth: e EE3t] ST of
Yzt sieofAz A 2 222 93 AR olF3tarA} sk
AREE0] A3 F7181aL QlES HojFgi), oleh 22 Fd
£9 o]l ¥ F= M52 A8 (Table 299 2},
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Table 2. Variables of young adults' migration

Variable

Education
(college entrance rating, etc.)

Researcher

Kim and Chung (2013)

Lee and Kwon (2019)

Jung (2020)

Choietal (2010)

Kim (2018)

Mills and Hazarika (200T)
McCormick and Wahba (2005)

Employment Kim and Chung (2013)
: Kim (2020)
gigl)) size, Employment rate, Moon and Hong (2017)
[ Choietal (2010)
Occupation
(Manufacturing production Jung (2020)
index)
Kim and Chung (2013)
Kim (2012)
Income .
; Kim (2020)
\(Egtgse g\tg(;me, Moon and Hong (2017)
ges. €te. Mills and Hazarika (2007)
McCormick and Wahba (2005)
Age Lee and Kwon (2019)
Gender Lee and Kwon (2019)

Marital status

Lee and Kwon (2019)

Regional services

Lee and Kwon (2019)

(Shopping facilities)

Family background
(Father's academic
background)

Kim (2018)
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i d2AR= 2007 FA TF 15A1E] 29418 df ESH= FEof| of
3 v 37 A FHERAR, 2yt 229 JiQITY
4 gidzAtolct, 2001 Au|RARE Ao 63} W3E
YP2001& 53 A¥ F710 e AAHd Fd SAE 2a43
3, d FUesA 9 Sagd FAE Ak Hste] 2007
W& 7|H 02 TH5~294] Y& BEo 2 JHdste] 231 Hylaf
J2AHYP2007)7F AEA A12HE Qi)

2007l AEA 58 FdadzARIAE A T 154~
294 W% 10,2069 tharo.2 st sHA|T RAR7} 4
Tgho]) upzh dAIS 2L AY F7IE st 7P H 2ol A
7} A3 20199 0l= AR 7E 7 2741~41 412 381, o]
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o] mAIElQItt 1 A} 20159 A Aufde] dzel w234
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SHE I8k Tk 15A~22419] 3F3sk= FdS- 3,516 571
o7 A7) AlAFstsict,

olz{gt IgL B3l 22 A ARAHYP2007)% 200792
B 20209 7H4] F- 147F] A ZASE| 900, 20215 7]E
FaafdzALe] A7 W A7 =38 o kS vi
ato] 2L 2AKYP2021)7F Ag= L glek, & Aol A= 22t
A d2AKYP2007)7F A1AHE 200793 37 2ARE A3EE
2015\, vpA|ete. 2 AP ZE 202093 Al R A%
gto] A Astarzr gk, £ A+ FH HYls dAxg
e g gic}, 53|, o 144] 59 vlEdolA A8 ot
QA Aol FEAKE, A7), )l AXTE FA A=A
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=9 AgolEol FFE v|A= 84U Hepslal EA3H= Aol
Utk olF S8l 2 dAtolxls AR SHHeY 54 o8
glo] AREAS] 7Hs S AS3he 4] WHY 2ARE S A
|35t 2ARY FoME FEHEFTE 2719 olFRAREY
(Binary Logit Model)& 7F3] AWslalz} g}, o]g24 %
P2 TG SRR 749 A BAIE 2R 4 8 o]
|l FAsh= P or, TR At Y7 0 1= o
oz ol ExE wE7 HriHosmer and Lemeshow,
2000). OJFZARH-S 7Pt oo Zo] LRl 4= Qi
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v = E azxy Te (1)
E=1

A (O ' B BrPs ShuezA gl
Y7} ofue QA S olifo] Hrkel $EW W FoAZ o]F
2 8 Hul, 2 oBjolAE o) 5S 5 L AR o] v
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_ [1ify >0
% [Ootkerwise @
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ojgisoln Ses s W FAAE FHAT de A
AR B4, RO B4, T 144 7Y AF B4, T 144 79
A A9 §4E& Uehict 4] @)of 2A% & 79 dFn
FA2 ot 2

¥ = ap +a; Gender; +asAge;
+a;Sibling relationship;
+ayHigh school type;+ oz University;
+ogUniversity grade; +o,Major;
+agfmportant Criteria for Choosing ajob;
+apLocation of high school;
+aypLocation of university;
+ay Father's educational background, S
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Table 3. Description of variables
Variable Description Unit

Gender 1=Female, 0=Male

T=Under early 20s, 0=0thers
1=Mid-to-late 20s, 0=0thers

Age 1=30s, 0=Others
1=40s, 0=0thers
Sibling relationship The eldest 1=The eldest, 0=0thers

1=General high school, 0=0thers
High school type 1=Special purpose high school, 0=0thers
1=0ther Types, 0=Others

T1=More than 4 years, O=Less than 4 years

University 1=Less than 4 years, 0=More than 4 years
Personal . : 1="A-" or higher, O=Lower than "A-"
characteristics University grade Graduation grade T=Lower than A", 0="A" or higher

T=Humanities, 0=0thers
1=Social science, 0=0thers
Major T=Natural science, 0=0Others
1=Engineering science, 0=0thers
1=0ther major, 0=0thers

1=Very important, Important, 0=0Others

Important criteria for choosing a job Economie; T=Normal, Not important, Not very important,
compensation X
0=0thers

: ; 1=Big cities, 0=Small cities
Lacauoriofhigh schiod) 1=Small cities, 0=Big cities

. . 1=Big cities, 0=Small cities
Ll | 1=Small cities, 0=Big cities
Father's educational background Based on university 1=Mpredhayd yegis: =L ess v yenrs

T=Less than 4 years, 0=More than 4 years

T1=More than 4 years, O=Less than 4 years

Mother's educational background Based on university 1=Less than 4 years, 0=More than 4 years

1=Specialized-Administrative-White-collar job,
0=Others
Parental Father's job (Around the age of 14) 1=Sale-Service-Labor job, 0=0thers
characteristics 1=Agriculture, forestry and fisheries, and other,
0=Others

1=Specialized-Administrative-White-collar job,
0=0thers

Mother's job (Around the age of 14) 1=Sale-Service-Labor job, 0=0thers
1=Agriculture, forestry and fisheries, and other,
0=Others

1=0wn house, 0=Monthly rent and others

Iypentresidempaiimund heagcat M 1=Monthly rent and others, 0=0Own house

Residential 1=Detached house, 0=Others

characteristics 2 1=Apartment, 0=Others
Type of housing (Around the age of 14) 1 :REW botiaeill. D e

1=0ther type, 0=Others

Regional

characteristics ~ FoPulation density In (Population density)

AR} FHIAY Yoz 71E A5 PO R(A- U 144 £ obiR] A, oF 144] £ oY Y, ¥t 144] B9
#, 2012) 9 144] FARE Fdo] @ F AR o]F 4R FA P, W 144 T T P W-F o183k

o FHBAT} A& AL o SE= g S % 54 U™ O[O 8 XG50l A 4l S AHolst g
S4& MR 271814 819k, o2kt S0 AR g AT A Hetslr] S1siA BdEo] Bt 1441 AFE A
THAPZE A=A wrefsl7] fiste] opA] g, oty st fF O PA] AHE WeE ARSI AT EE ARE e-HEHA]
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oA HYPT FE-L 19.4%5 AABH= Aoz Yepdry, F, 4]

Young people with a current job

6,138

From Seoul metropolitan areas : 2,914 (47.5%)

Living in the Seoul Move to the Non—Seoul
metropolitan areas metropolitan areas
2,716 (93.2%) 198 (6.8%)

Figure 1. Current status of movement of young people from
Seoul metropolitan areas

Young people with a current job

From Non-Seoul metropolitan areas : 3,224 (52.5%)

6,138

Move to the Seoul Living in the Non—Seoul
metropolitan areas metropolitan areas
625 (19.4%) 2,599 (80.6%)

Figure 2. Current status of movement of young people from
non-Seoul metropolitan areas

242 "=EAE, He0H M4z (2025)
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3,224

Young people growing up or living in
Non-Seoul metropolitan areas

From Metropolitan areas : 1.894 (58.7%)

Movetothe Seoul | Living in the Move o the
metropolitan areas = Metropolitan areas Small cities
313(16.5%) 1,235 (65.2%) 346 (18.3%)

Figure 3. Current status of movement of young people from
metropolitan areas

Young people growing up or living in 3994
Non-Seoul metropolitan areas i
F TOm ST 3l | [;_ = _Iji.,‘.f.j:'._': (41,3%).
Move to the Seoul Move to the | Living in the
metropolitan areas ~ Metropolitan areas Small cities
312 (23.5%) 170 (12.9%) 848 (63.8%)

Figure 4. Current status of movement of young people from
small cities
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ojA] AFEAS ATt = At AE2 yehgon, HieEd W AWEA S41 FdE
F 49.2~51.5% =7}t RIS SUT Ao Vet
2. 7|1=&A R} 43.8~48.5%2] AMEA - HIEH F4l FAS0] 494 o
e digtel Aetetgon, 2 A9 Al BAH BAAS 23]
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Table 4. Descriptive statistics
From non-Seoul metropolitan o
From small cities (1,330
Varables areas (3,224) ( )
Min Max Mean sD Min Max Mean sD
Female 0 1 0474 0499 0 1 047 0.499
Gender
Male* 0 1 05626 0499 0 1 05629 0499
Under early 20s 0 1 0074 0263 0 1 0095 0293
4 Mid-to-late 20s 0 1 0240 0427 0 1 0226 0419
ge
30s 0 1 05636 0499 0 1 0490 0.500
40s* 0 1 0150 0.357 0 1 0189 0391
- - The eldest 0 1 0502 0500 0 1 0489 0500
Sibling relationship
Others* 0 1 0498  0.500 0 1 0.611 0.500
General high school 0 1 0492 0500 0 1 0515 0500
High school type Special purpose high school 0 1 0007 0082 0 1 0008 0086
Other types*® 0 1 0502 0500 0 1 0477 0500
o More than 4 years 0 1 0485 0500 0 1 0438 0496
University
Less than 4 years* 0 1 05615  0.500 0 1 0662 0496
) ) “A-" or higher 0 1 0180 0384 0 1 0164 0370
University grade
Lower than "A-"™ 0 1 0820 0384 0 1 0836 0370
Humanities 0 1 0065 0247 0 1 0.050 0217
Social science 0 1 0168 0374 0 1 0159 0366
Major Natural science 0 1 0064 0244 0 1 0067 0250
Engineering science 0 1 0197 0398 0 1 0181 0385
Other major* 0 1 0507 0500 0 1 05643 0498
mportant criteria for Important 0 1 0806 039 0 1 0789 0408
choosing a job (Economic  Normal Not important
Big cities 0 1 0383 0486 0 1 0.031 0173
Location of high school —
Small cities* 0 1 0617 0486 0 1 0969 0173
) . . Big cities 0 1 0138 0345 0 1 0065 0246
Location of university =
Small cities™ 0 1 0862 0345 0 1 0935 0246
More than 4 years
Eatherseducationsl eedion unﬁ'versiw) 0 1 0241 0428 0 1 0211 0408
background
Less than 4 years* 0 1 0.759 0428 0 1 0.789 0408

CHS H|0]%|0f| Al (Continue on next page)
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From non-Seoul metropolitan

From small cities (1,330)

Variables areas (3,224)
Min Max Mean sSD Min Max Mean SD
More than 4 years
Mother's educational hpsedon finiversity) 0 1 0108 0311 0 1 0117 0321
background
Less than 4 years* 0 1 0892 0311 0 1 0883 0321
fﬁﬁfﬂéﬁgﬁgﬁ'n'mmtwe' 0 1 0244 0430 0 1 0238 04%
Father's job PR -
(Around the age of 14) Sale-Service-Labor job 0 1 0710 0.454 0 1 0711 0454
):r?g((:)tilr‘][g:f, forestry and fisheries, 0 1 0046 0200 g S GHET
?ﬁﬁfﬂéﬁgﬁgmmmwe 0 1 0076 0265 0 1 0083 0286
Mother's job S -
(Around the age of 14) Sale-Service-Labor job 0 1 0355 0478 0 1 0399 0490
ﬁg;g?;‘;‘ rghgog?ﬁg}ia”d 0 1 0570 0495 0 1 0511 0500
Type of residence Own house 0 1 0743 0437 0 1 0739 0439
(Around theage of 14)  pjonthly rent and others* 0 1 0257 0437 0 1 0261 0439
Detached house 0 1 0344 0475 0 1 0406 0491
Type of housing Apartment 0 1 0474 0499 0 1 0436 049
(Aroundtheageof 14)  Row house villa 0 1 0082 0274 0 1 0062 0242
Other type* 0 1 0700 0299 0 1 0095 0294
In (Population density) 4489 8888 6915 1452 4489 5832 5269 0.361
* Reference group
2 FEOE Uryt, Fro sHEE Au R ofwZ] gtglo] Gt}

494 ol dd BE2 ojvfy BFo] 4A) ol Fd FEET of
10% EJE FA Uehfal glew, gt 144 3 opx|e] 2]
of wufj- AH] - g2 2hE0] of 71%= HHE 2 U vl3] &
< HIE&E AR5k A2 2 UEith, A BaSel T 144
HE 719l FA Fell= A7F7E oF 74%R] 2= vEeht ZA,
YA 52 FA FHEG B3] w2 E0] AR e

3. &5=E4
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A OAAIE HlEEE A PR, LEFAA Y3l e
926257, vl A Y3l = U 2,590 F
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FoAE AT A 45 FE-L 1,330F 2, oI5 5 848
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I} FAA)E 242} o|F3te] HYIAL e H-E B4l AM83)
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Table 5. Empirical result (1)
Non-Seoul metropolitan areas Small cities
— Seoul metropolitans areas — Big cities
Coef. S E z P>z Coef. S.E z P>z
Constant -0272 0395 -0690 0490 1208 0944 1280 020
Gender Female -0086 0099 -0870 0384 0119 0128 0930 0351
Under early 20s -0149 0227 -0660 0511 -0214 0269 -0830 0408
Age Mid-to-late 20s 0018 0179 0100 0922 -0095 0214 -0450 0656
30s -0119 0155 -0770 0442 -0088 0181 -0490 0624
Sibling relationship The eldest -0243 0092 -2630 0008 -0145 0121 -1200 0229
. General high school 0280 0111 2520 0012* 0256 0127 2020 0.043*
High school type : -
Special purpose highschool 0332 0540 0610 0539 1063 0692 1520 0128
University More than 4 years 0501 0121 4160 0000™ 0395 0154 2560 0011*
University grade A" or higher 02562 0116 2170 0.030* 0004 0766 0030 0979
Humanities -0013 0200 -0.070 0947 0025 0293 0080 0932
M Social science 0006 0145 0040 0964 0053 0192 0270 0.784
ajor
: Natural science -0.103 0203 -0510 0614 -0029 0260 -0110 0910
Engineering science 0166 0138 1200 0231 0259 0184 1410 0159
Important criteria for oo oic compensation 0150 0120 1250 0211 0059 0148 0400 0691
choosing a job
Location of high school Big cities -0165 0149 -1110 0267 1167 0364 3290 0.001*
Location of university ~ Big cities 0384 0166 2310 0021* 1185 0251 4710 0000™*
fatherseducaional  Morethanlyears 0175 0134 1300 0192 -0043 0188 -0230 0818
background (based on university)
Mother's educational ~ More than 4 years * .
background (based on university) 0315 0160 1970 0.049 05670 0219 2610 0009
Enthelsiich %ﬁfﬂéﬁgﬁgﬁmmsmt“’e' 0367 0238 -1540 0124 0054 0307 0180 0861
(Around the age of 14) - -
Sale-Service-Labor job -0186 0216 -0860 0388 0016 0276 0060 0955
Mother's job %ﬁfﬂéﬁgﬁgp”'amw& 0219 0171 1200 0199 0261 0225 1120 0266
(Around the age of 14) - -
Sale-Service-Labor job 0119 0105 -1.130 0257 0160 0133 1200 0230
e eisidehee Own house 0171 0122 -1400 0161  -0290 0158 -1840 0.066*
(Around the age of 14)
Detached house -0134 0184 -0730 0467 -0020 0246 -0.080 0936
Type of housing
(Around the age of 14) Apartment 0008 0183 0040 0966 0104 0248 0420 0675
Row house villa -0.107 0232 -0460 0643 0096 0320 0300 0O.764
In (Population density) 0174 0044 -4000 0.000™ -0422 07165 -2560 0011*
Log likelihood -1526.46 -826.66
Numbers of obs 3224 1,330

*P<0.1 ** P<0.05 *¥* P<0.01

A7 SHgo] Frha AT 4 Ik, WFSW FF 3%, &
wh QEAZE SEBO R o5 )9 ABBATL P A
o2 Uehet, Mz shash, SRant, Qb oEA 158

w7} obd 7]e} FE MESWE BT B9 A9 vltEe
A A HSEAOR HYT S| Eohu ¥ 4 Slck. A
WSS AU Ad, AFUES FEBOEY ofF ()2 4
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Table 6. Empirical result (2)

— Seoul metropolitan areas

Small cities Small cities — Metropolitan areas

Coef. SE z P>z Coef. S.E. z P>z
Constant 2.064 1.047 1970 0049 4121 1432 -2880 0.004
Gender Female 0.239 0146 1.640 0102 -0113 0179 -0630 0525
Under early 20s -0.147 0304 -0480 0.629 -0198 0355 -0560 0577
Age Mid-to-late 20s 0118 0245 0480 0628 -0364 0302 -1210 0228
30s 0.058 0208 0280 0.779 -0229 0245 -0930 0351
Sibling relationship The eldest -0.318 0138 -2310 0021* 0206 017 1200 0229
) General high school 0.270 01456 1870 0.062* 0.090 0181 0500 0619
High school type : -
Special purpose highschool 0384 0749 0510 0608 1023 0724 1410 0158
University More than 4 years 0308 0176 1760 0.079* 0316 0225 1410 0160
University grade “A-" or higher -0024 0187 -0130 0899 0048 0238 0200 0839
Humanities 0321 0313 1.030 0305 -0627 0482 -1300 0.194
i Social science 0.025 0222 0110 0911 0062 02656 0230 0815
ajor
Natural science -0.099 0304 -0330 0.744 0084 0360 0240 0811
Engineering science 0477 0206 2320 0.020* -0269 0277 -0940 0350
Important criteria for - oo ic compensation 0195 0171 1140 0255  -0.162 0202 -0.800 0.421
choosing a job
;gﬁggf“ GEhig Big cities 0657 0350 1880 0061* 0929 0392 2370 0018*
Location of university  Big cities 0745 0267 2790 0.005™ 0918 0294 3120 0.002**
Father's educational More than 4 years
background (based on university) 0.020 0210 07100 0922 0114 0272 -0420 0676
Mother's educational ~ More than 4 years *
background (based on university) 0685 0236 2480 0013 0176 0322 0540 0587
Father's job %ﬁfﬂéﬁg;’?ﬁ?'”'atmw& 0285 0333 -0860 0392 0727 0621 1390 0.163
(Around the age of 14) - -
Sale-Service-Labor job -0.294 0297 -0990 0323 0652 0484 1350 0178
) Specialized-Administrative-
Mother's job White-collar job 0246 0244 1010 0313 0100 0334 0300 0765
(Around the age of 14) - -
Sale-Service-Labor job 0.002 0153 0.010 0989 0321 0187 1710 0.087*
Type of residence } } *
(Around the age of 14) Own house 0415 0173 -2390 0017 0093 0228 0410 0683
Detached house -0.304 0264 -1.1560 0250 056556 0395 1410 0160
Type of housing j R
(Around the age of 14) Apartment 0.163 0266 -0610 0540 05689 0397 1480 0138
Row house villa -0.000 0341 -0000 0999 0272 0507 0540 0592
In (Population density) -0.615 0184 -3340 0001* 0160 0241 0.670 0506
Log likelihood -684.37 -489 34
Numbers of obs 1.330 1,330

*P<0.1** P<0.05 *#* P<0.01
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