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A Study on Suwon City’s First Comprehensive Urban Plan after Korea’s Liberation
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Kim, Tae Oh - Yang Sejong

Abstract

In 1967, Suwon City announced its first Comprehensive Urban Plan since Korea's liberation in 1945. However, no records
have remained except for the Ministry of Construction’s notification, and it is reported that the plan's drawing was lost.
This study aims to estimate and fill the void left by the 7967 Comprehensive Urban Plan by discovering new records and to
shed light on its significance. There are three major findings. First, the plan included a development plan for Eastern Suwon
through a three-stage ring road construction. Second, it is identified that the Eastern Suwon development plan was imple-
mented in conjunction with the Gyeongsu (Seoul=Suwon) Industrial Road Construction Project and the land readjustment
project in the 1970s and 1980s. It also served as an important factor for Suwon City, which was then financially strapped,
to successfully build roads and develop its downtown, including Gwonseon District, at the same time. The land readjust-
ment project additionally helped the city reduce costs by using che-biji (substitute land) for roads. Third, the Satellite City
Plan established by the Ministry of Construction in 1965 served as the background for developing Eastern Suwon into a
rapidly growing industrial zone with large manufacturers such as Samsung Electronics. The study holds significance as it
identifies that Eastern Suwon'’s development originated from an urban plan developed by the public sector even before the
opening of the Gyeongbu (Seoul-Busan) Expressway (1968) and the establishment of Samsung Electronics (1969).
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Fig. 1. The map known as comprehensive urban plan of 1967
Source: Suwon City (1997:324; 2000:65; 2004:111), Lee (2014:233).
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Land Use (m?) Plan of 1965 Plan of 1967 Plan of 1968 Plan of 1969
Commercial Area 2,773,000 2,773,000 2,773,000 3,613,000
Industrial Area 3,150,000 3,150,000 3,150,000 4,880,000
Semi-Industrial Area - - - 1,220,000
Residential Area 20,470,000 19,358,000 20,470,000 29,616,300
Green Area 57,274,000 58,386,000 57,274,000 82,433,700
Sum 83,667,000 83,667,000 83,667,000 121,663,000

Source: Suwon City (1965:63; 1968:108; 1997:304, 314).
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Fig. 7. Satelite city plan of Suwon in 1965 (left) and 1967 (right)

Source: Ministry of Construction (1965:95; 1967:81).
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Table 2. Gyeongsu Industrial Road (GIR) Construction Project and Land Readjustment Projects (LRP) adjacent to GIR

FMAER AMAIA
GIR Construction Project

A2 FH EXIFENE|AIY
LRP Adjacent to GIR

Source and Amount of Funds (Million Won)

Phase Period Section District Project Period
Gyeonggi-do Suwon City LRP Total

Tst 1979 Suwon Stadium-~ 1,000 800 2,574 Pasong ~ 1977~1990
Section Changryongmun (38.9%) (30.1%) (31.1%) (100.0%) Pasong2  1981~1990
2nd Changryongmun-~ 500 4,673 5519 - ] N
section 1980 Ingye-dong (9.1%) (6.3%) 847%)  (1000%)  Jman-ingye 1981~1989
3rd N Ingye-dong~ 5,565 7111 N
Section 1981~1982 Seryu-dong n/a (78.3%) (100.0%) Gwonseon  1981~1989

Source: Ministry of Home Affairs (1980); Suwon Museum (2014:34-35); Suwon Historiography Institute (2014:219).
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Gyeongsu Industrial Road

Fig. 8. Aerial images of Dong-Suwon (Eastern Suwon) in 1981 (Ieft) and 1987 (rlght)

Source: Suwon City, “Aerial images” accessed June 27,2019.
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