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Bringing Emotion to Planning Theory and Practice
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Abstract

In Enlightenment culture, social scientists had tended to consider emotion as the contradiction of reason, and thus had
marginalized emotional experiences in human activities in academic circles. Along with the reflections on modernity and
the New Social Movements, many researchers have given attention to the role of emotion in human activity. However,
most planners still ignore emotion and insist to focus their way of planning on rationality based on the concept of homo

economicus.

By introducing the emotional turn in social science and professions and contrasting planners’ resistant perspectives
with it, this article aims to call attention to the idea that emotional experiences are central to human activity and planners
should understand the nature of emotion to establish, promote, and evaluate planning. Because the conventional dichoto-
my of emotion and reason makes it difficult for planners to understand why emotion matters and the essence of planning
depends on the rationality of humans, although there is still not much research on emotion in planning, some researchers
have started to urge planners to recognize the role of emotion in planning. This article reviews this literature in detail and

discusses the applicability of their ideas in South Korea.
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