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Where should be the Capital of the Unified Korea ?

[PV E
Hur, Jae-Wan

Abstract

The main purpose of the paper is to discuss the issue of the capital city of the Unified
Korea. To address the question of where should be the capital of Korea after reunification,
five criteria were suggested based on the experience of Germany as well as on the realistic
definition of reunification. First, the new capital should minimize the potential conflicts
between South Korea and North Korea which can be raised during the process. Second, the
new capital should contribute in vitalizing the regional development of North Korea to reduce
the region inequality problems after reunification. Third, the new capital should succeed the
historical legitimacy of Korea. Fourth, the new capital should show symbolically what will be
the most important policy target in the Unified Korea. Finally, the new capital should locate
in the middle of the Korean Peninsula. The paper strongly suggests the North Korean city,
Gaesung, is the most suitable candidate which can satisfy the five criteria described above.
The paper argued in detail why the city of Gaesung has historical, political and geographical
justifications to be the unified capital city of Korean Peninsula. The paper finally concluded
that to open the door of reunification, a mutual understanding and trust should be built
between South Korea and North Korea.
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THE EAST GERMAN ARE SECOND GRADE NATIONS

WEARE DAMAGED BY EACH OTHER(EAST-WEST GERMAN)

WE ARE UNDERESTIMATED BY EACH OTHER(EAST-WEST GERMAN)

WEDON'T TRY TO UNDERSTAND EACH OTHER{EAST-WEST GERMAN)

WE CANNOT GET PROPER INCOME

0

10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 S0

Wes Germany = Eas Germany

Fig 1. Evaluation of integrate between east and west Germany: 2007

Source: Yang, M- S Song, T-S. 20
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Tablel. Exploitation potential of the major city of North Korea

Labor

Infra

i 3) 4) 5) 6) Total
Clas it Ql) Q'2) R A L M T7) WS) E9) Score
PyungYang *
c - 5 5 3 5 4 5 5 4 4 40
NamPo
GaeSeong- 4 3 2 3 4 5 5 4 5 35
Haelu
SinUiJu 4 3 3 3 3 5 4 4 4 33
g?:é_heon 3 3 4 3 4 4 3 4 3 31
HamHueng-
WonSan 4 4 4 3 4 4 4 3 3 33
g’n‘:gggi'cl 4 3 5 3 3 4 3 4 3 32
g::ig:ng 3 2 4 2 3 3 2 3 3 25
ﬁ;?:)ye' 2 2 4 3 2 2 2 4 3 24
1) Q: Quality, 2) Q: Quantity, 3) R Raw Material, 4) A: Agglomeration
5) L: Land, 6) M: Market, 7) T: Transit, 8) W: Water Supply, 9) E Electricity
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